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Vichy  sales  are  on  the  up 
and  up  and  up  and  up  and  up.... 

Figures  show  that  in  the  last  six  months  of  1975 
consumer  off-take  rose  by  a  meteoric  64%.  Are  you  stocking  Vichy  ? 

Call  Alan  Rundle  on  01-  492-  0265  (1-1 1  Hay  Hill,  London,  Wl.) 
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JEUOL 


offers  the  following  Pharmaceutical 
Fine  Chemicals  produced  by  the 
Union  of  Pharmaceutical  Industry 
"POLFA": 


Antibiotics 
Alkaloids 

Enzymes  and  Hormones 
Cardiac  Glycosides 
Salicylates 

Sulphonamides  and  other  organic 
compounds 


complying  with  the  requirements  of  most  modern 
Pharmacopoeias. 

We  also  recommend  a  wide  range  of  "POLFA" 
pharmaceutical  preparations,  sera  and  vaccines  and 
preparations  for  veterinary  use  presented  as  injections ; 
tablets ;  coated  tablets ;  ointments ;  syrups  etc. 

Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  agents: 

Daltrade  Limited 

1 81  -1 83  Warwick  Road,  London  W148PU 
Tel.  01 -370  61 81   Telex:  91 6074 


Sole  Exporter: 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd., 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Division  "CIECH-POLFA" 
Jasna  12,  P.O.  Box271, 
00-950  Warszawa,  Poland 
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Comment 


Election  mix  up 

The  news  that  Mr  C.  C.  Stevens  was  taking  up  a 
post  in  Australia  (last  week,  p649)  no  doubt  came  as  a 
shock  to  those  who  put  him  high  on  their  list  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  Council  elections — especially 
if  they  had  already  returned  their  voting  forms. 

Mr  Stevens  was  co-opted  to  Council  in  1975  on  the 
death  of  Mr  D.  E.  Sparshott  and  came  up  for  re-election 
this  year. 

Such  a  situation  is  regrettable  when  it  comes 
unexpectedly,  but  we  would  have  thought  Mr  Stevens 
might  have  already  withdrawn  his  candidacy — in  fact  he 
should  have  done  so  as  soon  as  he  knew  that  the  move 
to  Australia  was  a  possibility,  waiting  until  1977  to  stand 
again  for  Council,  if  it  did  not  materialise.  In  the  event, 
there  seems  to  have  been  little  intention  to  inform  the 
electorate  even  now — until  it  was  learned  at 
Bloomsbury  Square  that  C&D  not  only  knew  but 
intended  to  publish  the  fact. 

If  Mr  Stevens  had  withdrawn  before  the  election 
count,  it  might  be  possible  to  by-pass  his  votes  and  go 
on  to  the  next  name  on  any  form  under  the  single 
transferable  vote  system.  But  who  is  to  say  that  a  voter 
seeking  a  "balanced"  Council  would  not  have  acted 
differently  had  Mr  Stevens'  name  been  absent  from  the 
form?  Since  the  above  was  written  and  as  we  go  to  press 
we  learn  that  Mr  Stevens  is  no  longer  going  to  Australia. 

The  situation  becomes  curiouser  and  curiouser!! — 
whatever  the  explanation  there  is  no  doubt  that 
Mr  Stevens,  by  his  actions  has  created  a  grave 
situation  in  respect  of  the  Council  election. 


A  training  need 

Whilst  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  an  excellent 
history  and  record  in  the  sphere  of  education  there 
are  signs  that  the  membership  concerned  with  the 
private  sector  of  general  practice  are  not  now  able  to 
uphold  that  tradition. 

That  is  the  inference  from  the  Council's  Education 
Committee  report  (p715)  that  the  whole  of  the 
private  sector  of  general  practice  pharmacy  could  not 
readily  provide  some  183  preregistration  places  during 
1977-78  for  graduates  wanting  general  practice 
experience  and  training. 

It  has  generally  been  agreed  that  the  profession 
has  relied  upon  the  Boots  organisation  to  train  the 
recent  newcomers  to  pharmacy  and  the  profession 
owes  a  great  deal  to  the  company  for  adopting  high 
training  standards  throughout  the  years. 

Now  the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  is  being  asked  by  the  Society  to  press  the 
DHSS  to  give  an  increased  grant  to  general  practice 
pharmacies  in  which  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  the 
employment  of  preregistration  graduates  was  not  part 
of  the  recruitment  arrangements  for  the  business. 
Such  grants  are  undoubtedly  essential — but  just  as 
important  is  the  desire  and  determination  by  those  in 
private  general  practice  to  undertake  the  task. 
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Premises  retention 
fee  to  be  doubled 


The  annual  retention  fee  for  pharmacies 
in  Great  Britain  is  to  be  doubled  from  June 
1  to  £16  and  the  penalty  for  failure  to 
pay  the  retention  fee  will  also  double  from 
the  same  date  to  £10.  These  are  the  effects 
of  Orders  laid  before  Parliament  this 
week — the  Medicines  (Pharmacies)  Appli- 
cations for  Registration  and  Fees)  Amend- 
ment Regulations  1976  (HM  Stationery 
Office,  SI  No  667,  8p)/ 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Privy 
Council  approved  new  personal  fees  of 
£28  for  membership  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  last  December  (C&D,  January  10, 
p30),  but  the  Department  of  Health  turned 
down  a  proposal  from  the  Society  that 
the  premises  fee  be  raised  by  150  per  cent 
to  £20.  The  Society  later  submitted  a  pro- 
posal for  a  £16  premises  fee,  which  has 
now  been  accepted  by  the  Department. 

The  new  Regulations  do  not  apply  to 
Northern  Ireland  where  separate  arrange- 
ments exist  for  approving  new  levels  of 
fees.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  North- 
ern Ireland  has  recently  proposed  an 
increase  in  the  personal  retention  fee  to 
£20  a  year  (C&D,  April  3,  p483). 

Saccharin  'dumping' 
report  with  Minister 

The  Department  of  Trade  is  expected 
shortly  to  announce  the  results  of  a  probe 
into  allegations  of  saccharin  "dumping". 

Allegations  that  saccharin  produced  in 
Japan  and  Korea  was  being  "dumped"  in 
Britain  were  first  put  to  the  Department 
in  April  last  year.  Subsequently  details 
of  the  allegations  were  lodged  and,  in 
October,  the  Department  agreed  to  investi- 
gate. The  investigations  are  now  complete, 
and  a  spokesman  for  the  Department  told 
C&D  this  week  that  the  matter  now  rested 
with  the  Minister. 

Mr  Clothier  appointed  to 
NHS  Commission 

Mr  C.  M.  Clothier,  QC,  chairman  of  the 
National  Joint  Committee  on  Rural  Dis- 
pensing, has  been  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  the  National 
Health  Service. 

The  Commission,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  Sir  Alec  Merrison,  is  inviting  over 
80  organisations  in  England,  Wales,  Scot- 
land and  Northern  Ireland  to  submit 
evidence.  Pharmaceutical  bodies  are 
included  in  the  list.  Sir  Alec  told  a  Press 
conference  last  week  that  he  hoped  any- 
one who  had  opinions  to  offer — including 
members  of  the  public — would  not  hesitate 
to  write,  as  it  was  essential  to  get  the 
views  of  all  those  concerned  with  the 
NHS.  Evidence  should  be  sent  before 
December  31  to  the  secretary,  Royal  Com- 
mission on  the  NHS,  Commission  House, 


20  Grosvenor  Hill,  London  W1X  0HX. 
The  Commission's  terms  of  reference  are: 
"To  consider  in  the  interests  of  both  the 
patients  and  of  those  who  work  in  the 
NHS  the  best  use  and  management  of  the 
NHS  financial  and  manpower  resources". 

Sir  Alec  said  it  would  take  about  six 
months  to  decide  on  the  most  important 
issues  for  discussion,  followed  by  a  further 
two  years  before  coming  to  any  con- 
clusions. When  asked  whether  there  would 
be  further  investigation  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry,  Sir  Alec  replied  yes  but 
only  in  areas  overlapping  with  the  NHS. 

Other  members  of  the  Commission  are: 
Professor  Ivor  Batchelor,  professor  of 
psychiatry,  Dundee  University;  Professor 


Another  attack  on  the  pharmaceutical 
industry — this  time  with  particular  empha- 
sis on  the  multinational  companies'  "abuse 
of  power"  in  the  Third  World — is  made  in 
a  booklet  published  this  week. 

"Who  needs  the  drug  companies?" 
(£050)  was  written  by  the  Haslemere 
Group  founded  in  1968  to  discuss  the  social 
and  economic  crises  facing  the  developing 
countries.  It  accuses  the  industry  of 
profiteering,  price  fixing,  promotion  of 
ineffective  drugs,  monopoly  trading  and 
suppression  of  information — abuses  which 
are  claimed  to  be  worse  in  Third  World 
countries  where  restrictions  are  fewer. 

The  report  explains  that  much  of  the 
overpricing  is  a  result  of  transfer  pricing, 
whereby  a  company  sells  a  drug's  ingred- 
ients at  "a  vastly  inflated  price"  to  a 
subsidiary  which  markets  the  drug  at  a 
price  related  to  this  purchase  cost.  In  this 
way,  the  subsidiary's  declared  profits  are 
reduced  and  real  profits  transferred  to 
the  parent  company  to  be  "buried  in 
inaccessible  accounts."  The  report  main- 
tains that  costs  of  research  and  develop- 
ment are  not  crippling  to  the  industry — "it 
still  manages  to  find  twice  as  much  money 
for  advertising  and  promotion  purposes" 
— and  that  the  risks  of  drug  research  are 
overstated  as  the  genuine  high-risk  areas 
are  avoided,  research  on  drugs  for  rare  or 
tropical  diseases  being  largely  ignored. 
With  clinical  trials  the  industry  "brings 
criticism  upon  its  own  head  by  its 
exploitation  of  the  vulnerable,  the  poor 
and  the  uneducated  sectors  of  the 
population." 

Patents  have  become  the  crucial  factor 
in  the  maintenance  of  monopoly  markets 
and  high  prices,  the  report  continues,  and 
have  delayed  development  of  indigenous 
industries  in  Third  World  countries. 

The  report  concludes  that  drug  therapy 
has  failed  to  combat  killer  diseases  of  the 
industrialised  world  and,  in  developing 
countries,  the  money  could  be  spent  more 


Paul  Bramley,  professor  of  dental  surgery, 
Sheffield  University;  Sir  Thomas  Brown, 
chairman,  Eastern  Health  and  Social  Ser- 
vices Board,  Northern  Ireland ;  Ann 
Clwyd,  journalist  and  member  Cardiff 
Community  Health  Council ;  Peter  Jacques, 
secretary,  social  insurance  and  industrial 
welfare  departments,  Trades  Union 
Congress ;  Professor  Jean  McFarlane,  pro- 
fessor of  nursing,  Manchester  University; 
Miss  Audrey  Prime,  staff  side  secretary, 
NHS  General  Whitley  Council;  Miss  K. 
Richards,  senior  lecturer,  National  Institute 
for  Social  Work ;  Lady  Sherman,  borough 
alderman,  Hackney ;  Sir  Simpson  Steven- 
son, chairman,  Greater  Glasgow  Health 
Board;  Councillor  Dr  Cyril  Taylor, 
general  medical  practitioner,  Liverpool; 
Dr  Christopher  Wells,  general  medical 
practitioner,  Sheffield ;  F.  R.  Welsh,  direc- 
tor, Grindlay's  Bank  Ltd ;  Professor  Alan 
Williams,  Professor  of  Economics,  York. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  is 
to  consider  at  its  next  meeting  what  evi- 
dence to  submit  to  the  Commission,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating  Com- 
mittee will  be  discussing  the  matter  at  a 
meeting  later  this  month  and  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  is  also  expected  to 
submit  evidence. 


effectively  on  preventive  medicine.  The 
final  chapter  offers  possibilities  other  than 
nationalisation,  for  changing  the  situation, 
including  the  suggestion  that  more  use 
should  be  made  of  pharmacists'  knowledge 
of  drugs  by  both  patients  and  doctors. 
Other  ideas  are : 

□  To  improve  safety  and  efficiency  of: 
drugs — development,  toxicity  testing  and 
formulation  to  conform  to  the  stringent  US 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  require- 
ments ;  independent  committees  to  assess 
efficacy;  international  exchange  of  infor- 
mation on  adverse  reactions. 

□  To    reduce    drug    prices — "drastic" 
shortening  of  patent  protection,  if  not  total 
abolition ;  where  patents  system  remains, 
governments  to  use  compulsory  licensing 
to  facilitate  market  sharing  and  price  com 
petition ;    international    co-operation  i 
auditing  to  inhibit  transfer  pricing ;  doc 
tors  to  prescribe  using  generic  rather  tha 
brand  names  with  pharmacists  dispensin 
the  lowest  cost,  medically  acceptable  ver 
sion;  complete  prohibition  of  advertising 
with     governments     informing  doctor 
about  drugs. 

□  To  improve  doctors'  and  patients'  know 
ledge  of  drugs — failing  prohibition,  al 
drug  advertisements  to  contain  data 
sheet  information ;  governments  to  tak 
responsibility  for  continuing  postgraduat 
education  of  doctors  and  to  supply  up  t 
date  information ;  compulsory  refreshe 
courses  for  gps ;  patient  instruction  leaflet 
given  with  all  prescribed  drugs ;  more  us 
of  pharmacists'  knowledge. 

□  Specifically  for  the  Third  World- 
countries  to  draw  up  a  list  of  essentia 
drugs  ;  brand  names  to  be  abolished  ;  drug: 
to  be  purchased  through  a  centralisec 
distribution  agency ;  countries  to  co 
operate  in  drug  manufacture  and  research. 

□  More  emphasis   on   prevention  witl 
improved  health  education. 

Third  World  Publications,  138  Stratford 
Road,  Birmingham  Bll  I  AH. 


'Third  world'  organisation  attacks  the  industry 
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Health  centres:  case  pressed 
for  contract  restriction 


The  "pressing  need"  for  Family  Prac- 
tioner  Committees  to  be  given  authority 
to  refuse  NHS  contracts  within  a  quarter- 
mile  of  health  centres  or  group  practice 
premises,  has  been  stressed  in  joint  repre- 
sentations to  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of 
State  for  Health,  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  is  understood 
that  a  meeting  is  being  arranged  currently 
with  Dr  Owen. 

At  the  PSNC's  last  meeting,  it  was  also 
reported  that  the  two  bodies  were  to  con- 
sider a  joint  approach  to  the  Department 
of  Health  on  the  question  of  a  post- 
graduate education  allowance  for  general 
practice  pharmacists  (see  p695  and  715). 

It  was  reported  that  in  the  inquiry  to  be 
undertaken  by  Mr  R.  I.  Tricker,  director 
of  the  Oxford  Centre  for  Management 
Studies,  into  the  functions,  constitutions 
and  organisations  of  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority,  Mr  J.  Charlton,  PSNC 
secretary  and  a  former  superintendent  of 
the  Newcastle  no  1  Pricing  Bureau,  is  to 
act  as  an  assessor.  The  inquiry  has  been 
set  up  because  of  the  present  unsatisfactory 
position  with  regard  to  the  certification 
and  payment  of  chemists'  accounts. 

In  accordance  with  the  decisions  taken 
at  the  March  meeting  of  the  Committee 
the  claim  for  an  increase  in  rota  payments 
and  "urgent"  fees  had  been  lodged  with 
the  Department.  It  was  reported  that  open 
order  prescriptions  for  rifampicin  would 
be  based  on  the  price  of  Rifadin  capsules 
150mg  and  300mg,  subject  to  the  arrange- 
ment commencing  on  August  1,  1976. 

A  pharmaceutical  committee  had 
reported  on  the  problems  being  caused  by 
some  manufacturers  still  including  medical 
literature  inside  packs  of  medicines  "un- 
likely to  be  opened  by  the  pharmacist 
when  dispensed" ;  doctors  were  complain- 
ing about  patients  obtaining  information 
by  this  means.  It  was  decided  to  make 
appropriate  representations  to  the  Asso- 
ciation of  British  Pharmaceutical  Industry. 

Testing  scheme  boycott 
called  off  at  Chesterfield 

Members  of  the  Chesterfield  and  District 
Branch  of  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  have  decided  for  the  time  being 
not  to  boycott  the  Drug  Testing  Scheme 
as  previously  threatened  at  a  special  meet- 
ing {C&D,  February  28,  p308). 

Instead  they  have  voted  to  join  the 
ASTMS  general  practice  pharmacy  section 
which  has  promised  to  take  up  the  matter 
with  the  Department  of  Health  on  their 
behalf.  The  branch  passed  a  resolution  in 
January  refusing  to  allow  test  samples  to 
be  taken  under  the  scheme  unless  the 
"representative  bodies  of  pharmacy  take 
steps  to  end  the  selective  nature  of  the 


scheme  by  May  1."  Mr  P.  S.  Armstrong 
has  resigned  as  secretary  of  the  NPU 
branch  (see  letters  p716)  and  is  to  devote 
his  time  to  ASTMS /GPP  section  instead. 

Pharmacists  warned  to 
watch  for  stolen  goods 

Thieves  broke  into  the  Unichem  branch  at 
Pool  Road,  Nuneaton  last  week  and  stole 
medicines  and  other  products.  The  police 
are  investigating  the  crime  and  ask  all 
retail  pharmacists  to  be  on  the  look  out 
for  the  following  items  which  may  be 
offered  to  them,  or  come  into  their 
possession,  in  suspicious  circumstances: 
Aldactone  "A",  Anafranil,  Becotide  in- 
haler, Brufen,  Broxil,  Flagyl,  Gevral, 
Indocid  capsules,  Lasix,  Orudis,  Penbritin 
capsules,  Septrin,  Septrin  dispersable, 
Stemetil  and  Talpen. 

Need  for  shift  from 
'cure1  to  'care' 

Now  that  NHS  resources  are  increasingly 
scarce,  prevention  has  suddenly  become 
fashionable  and  health  education  will  come 
into  its  own,  Mr  A.  Mackie,  director 
general,  Health  Education  Council,  said 
last  week :  "Curative  medicine  is  all  very 
well,  but  its  potential  is  tailing  off  as  its 
cost  goes  through  the  roof." 

He  urged  a  meeting  of  the  Socialist 
Medical  Association  to  insist  on  far  more 
rigorous  control  of  expenditure  on  high 
cost  technology,  hospitals,  etc,  and  to 
campaign  for  the  "badly-needed  shift  from 
cure  to  care". 

While  doubting  whether  the  medical  pro- 
fession was  qualified  to  make  all  the  decis- 
ions about  health,  the  public  was  also  to 
blame  for  the  "too  much  cure  and  not 
enough  care"  slant  of  the  health  service — 
and  the  public's  attitude  would  take  a 
lot  of  changing.  But  Mr  Mackie  was  opti- 
mistic: "We  think  that  we  can  help  people 
to  regain  the  lost  sense  of  self-reliance 
and  independence  in  health  matters  that 
would  stop  the  constant  running  to  the 
doctor  that  is  straining  the  resources  of 
the  NHS;  and  hasten  the  sharing  and 
spreading  of  responsibility  for  health  care 
in  its  widest  sense  amongst  laymen  and 
doctors  alike.  We  think  we  can  persuade 
people  to  make  relatively  small  changes  in 
their  life-style  that  would  induce  very  large 
changes  in  their  well-being — less  uncom- 
prehending plodding  towards  their  own 
self-destruction". 

Given  a  more  cohesive  structure  within 
the  NHS  that  a  little  higher  proportion  of 
financial  resources  and  a  lot  more  energy 
and  determination  might  provide,  health 
education  could  succeed  in  its  aims,  Mr 
Mackie  concluded. 


Mr  J.  Godber,  Retail  Consortium 

Pay  rise  of  8  to  10  per  cent 
under  new  wage  deal? 

At  first  sight,  the  new  pay  deal  arranged 
between  the  unions  and  the  Government 
last  week  could  mean  retailers  are  to  be 
faced  with  wage  increases  during  the  year 
of  around  8  to  10  per  cent. 

That  was  stated  by  Mr  Joseph  Godber, 
chairman,  Retail  Consortium,  last  week. 
He  added  that  the  new  policy,  which  is  to 
begin  in  August,  "is  much  better  than 
during  the  last  12  months  when  wage 
increases  were  running  at  around  25  per 
cent,  but  once  again  retail  costs  are  rising 
faster  than  the  average  increase  for  indus- 
try as  a  whole.  The  application  of  the 
wage  policy  to  all  wage  earners  will 
remove  one  of  the  obstacles  to  restoring 
management  incentives.  We  are  glad  that 
agreement  with  the  TUC  has  been  reached 
so  that  the  promised  tax  cuts  will  take 
effect  which  should  lead  to  increased 
consumer  spending." 

ASTMS  to  oppose 
new  pay  policy 

The  Association  of  Scientific,  Technical 
and  Managerial  Staffs  is  to  oppose  the 
new  pay  policy  at  the  Trade  Union  Con- 
gress' special  conference  next  month. 

That  was  decided  at  the  union's  annual 
meeting  this  week  where  it  was  argued 
that  the  policy  failed  to  support  the  TUC's 
main  economic  strategy,  which  includes 
selective  import  controls  and  measures  to 
reduce  high  unemployment.  Mr  S.  Davison, 
assistant  general  secretary  and  member  of 
the  steering  committe  of  ASTMS's  general 
practice  pharmacy  section,  told  C&D  that 
an  additional  reason  was  that  differentials 
had  already  been  seriously  eroded,  and 
there  was  no  way  they  could  be  restored 
under  a  policy  which  allowed  a  maximum 
of  £4  a  week  rises.  Even  if  the  union  found 
itself  in  a  minority  at  the  TUC  conference 
— which  seemed  likely — it  would  continue 
to  press  for  a  better  policy  in  future. 
□  No  date  has  yet  been  fixed  for  the 
ASTMS  general  practice  pharmacy  section 
to  meet  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of  State 
for  Health.  The  meeting  had  been 
arranged  previously,  but  was  postponed 
following  the  recent  ministerial  changes. 
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Talk  more 
to  patients 
on  medicines' 


Pharmacists  seem  to  be  too  much  in  the 
background  in  the  pharmacy — and  they 
should  take  a  more  active  role  in  talking 
to  patients  about  their  medicines. 

These  views  were  expressed  by  Professor 
C.  Dollery,  professor  of  clinical  pharma- 
cology, postgraduate  medical  school, 
London,  last  week.  Speaking  to  a  joint 
meeting  of  pharmacists  and  doctors  at 
Plymouth,  and  also  on  a  BBC  South  West 
regional  programme,  he  said  pharmacists 
could  play  a  part  in  reducing  side  effects 
of  drugs.  He  took  the  view  that  most 
patients  visited  the  same  pharmacy  and 
therefore  the  patient  was  generally  known 
to  the  pharmacist;  he  would  also  advise 
a  patient  always  to  visit  the  same  phar- 
macy. Professor  Dollery  added  that  ideally 
the  best  situation  was  for  the  pharmacy 
to  keep  patient  records  such  as  happened 
in  parts  of  North  America,  and  he  would 
like  to  see  the  same  undertaken  in  Britain 

NPU-DITB  seminar  on 
display  techniques 

"Display  techniques  for  pharmacists"  is 
the  subject  of  the  next  North  London 
seminar  in  the  series  sponsored  jointly  by 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  and 
the  Distributive  Industry  Training  Board. 
The  guest  speaker  will  be  Mr  W.  C. 
Murrills,  the  British  Display  Society's 
training  officer  and  one  of  the  country's 
leading  authorities  on  the  effective  dis- 
play of  merchandise. 

The  seminar,  for  retail  pharmacists  and 
their  senior  display  assistants,  lasts  for  an 
afternoon  and  evening  (3  pm  to  9  pm)  and 
is  being  held  at  the  Jolly  Farmers  Hotel, 
Enfield  Road,  Enfield  on  June  10.  The  fee 
is  £9  per  head  including  early  evening 
dinner.  Applications  and  cheques  should 
be  sent  to:  Mr  C.  Byron  Goulding, 
Distributive  Industry  Training  Board,  151 
High  Street,  Southgate,  London  N14  6BT. 

Drug  rationalisation  call 
by  GP  president 

A  plea  for  the  pharmaceutical  industry  to 
rationalise  the  number  of  drugs  available 
to  doctors  was  made  by  Professor  Patrick 
Byrne,  president  of  the  Royal  College  of 
General  Practitioners,  when  he  addressed 
a  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Market- 
ing Club  last  week.  Professor  Byrne,  who 
is  also  professor  of  general  practice  at 
Manchester  University,  added  that  some 
practices  were  experimenting  to  see  how 
often  it  was  necessary  to  prescribe  outside 
their  own  chosen  list  of  30  drugs. 

Referring  to  the  mandatory  vocational 
training  that  will  apply  to  the  medical 


profession  after  1980,  the  speaker  said  that 
attempts  were  being  made  to  remedy  the 
weakness  in  therapeutics  of  many  general 
practitioners.  But  he  stressed  that  it  was 
therapeutics,  not  pharmacology,  that  was 
being  taught — the  general  practitioner 
needed  to  know  what  conditions  a  drug 
treated,  what  it  was  expected  to  do,  its 
incompatibilities,  side  effects  and  cost. 
With  that  information  he  could  use  it 
safely — he  did  not  need  to  know  the 
formula,  only  the  "stable"  (such  as 
a  sulphonamide). 

In  addition,  Professor  Byrne  said  they 
were  trying  to  teach  doctors  to  read  and 
criticise  research  papers.  It  might  as  a 
result  become  more  difficult  to  "sell"  to 
the  general  practitioner  of  the  future,  but 
Professor  Byrne  felt  that  equally  selling 
might  become  more  satisfying.  Develop- 
ments in  the  behavioural  sciences  would 
mean  that  in  the  long  term  the  gp  would 
be  better  equipped  to  look  for  psycho- 
social factors  and  thus  to  treat  people 
without  drugs. 

Concluding,  Professor  Byrne  admitted 
his  profession  had  adopted  a  "cavalier 
attitude"  to  drug  companies.  It  had  taken 
much  and  given  little  and  should  try  to 
put  that  right.  The  industry's  practice 
today  of  dealing  more  in  "education"  than 
"marketing"  was  both  politic  and  wise — 
"I  think  these  educational  programmes 
will  sell  for  you." 

DITB  to  pay  out  £3.42m 
in  training  bonuses 

The  Distributive  Industry  Training  Board 
is  shortly  to  pay  out  £3  42m  in  the  form 
of  bonus  grants  to  companies  with  the 
best  training  records  in  the  industry.  The 
bonuses  are  in  addition  to  basic  grants  for 
the  1974/75  training  year  which  are 
expected  to  amount  to  nearly  £7m.  A 
total  of  nearly  69  million  bonus  units  have 
been  earned  by  companies  paying  the  levy 
to  the  DITB,  and  each  unit  is  worth  5p. 

The  bonus  grant  system  was  devised  by 
the  DITB  to  reward  good  training  while 
balancing  grant  expenditure  with  levy 
income.  After  the  payment  of  basic  and 
key  training  grants  and  grants  to  non- 


levy  paying  bodies  such  as  trade  associa- 
tions and  group  training  schemes, 
remaining  levy  income  is  available  for 
distribution  as  bonus.  Only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  levy  income  is  now  required  as 
a  contribution  to  operating  costs,  the 
greater  proportion  of  which  are  funded  by 
the  Training  Services  Agency.  The  Board 
recently  announced  that  it  was  recom- 
mending an  unchanged  levy  rate  for  the 
current  year. 

'Advertising'  case  for 
Statutory  Committee 

Another  case  concerning  advertising — this 
time  involving  two  retail  pharmacists — is 
due  to  be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Statutory 
Committee  later  this  month. 

In  all  there  are  four  new  cases,  together 
with  three  resumed  ones  and  an  applica- 
tion for  restoration  to  the  Register, 
scheduled  for  the  three  day  session  May 
25-27.  The  inquiries,  which  will  open  in 
public,  are  to  start  at  10.15  am  on  each  of 
the  days  and  be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London  WCl. 

Mr  Bannerman's  views 
put  before  doctor's 

The  practice  of  doctors  pre-signing  pre- 
scriptions is  indefensible,  says  Mr  James 
Bannerman,  president  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  in  a  two-page  interview 
in  last  week's  General  Practitioner. 

But  he  would  never  suggest  doctors 
must  write  all  the  prescriptions  them- 
selves :  "I  realise  that  there  is  auxiliary 
help  in  the  surgery  and  it  is  important 
that  the  doctor  should  use  his  time  as 
well  as  he  can."  When  asked  what  pharma- 
cists could  do  in  addition  to  dispensing, 
Mr  Bannerman  replied  they  must  expand 
in  the  area  of  counter  prescribing.  "We 
immediately  come  into  conflict  with  cer- 
tain doctors  on  this  because  they  say  that 
what  we  are  doing  is  prescribing  or  diag- 
nosing," he  said,  adding  that  pharmacists 
could  often  encourage  patients  to  visit  a 
doctor  sooner  than  they  would  without 
that  advice. 


Companies  sponsor  Dental  Health  Action  Week 


"Yours  for  life"  is  the  theme  of  the  first 
Dental  Health  Action  Week  taking  place 
next  week — the  focal  point  of  a  campaign 
sponsored  by  Colgate-Palmolive  Ltd  and 
Knox  Laboratories,  to  spotlight  the  gen- 
eral public's  urgent  need  to  adopt  improved 
oral  hygiene. 

Since  the  campaign  was  announced 
earlier  this  year  (C&D,  January  10,  p28), 
it  has  gained  the  support  of  several  other 
dental  product  manufacturers  including 
Addis  Ltd,  Hoyt  Ltd,  G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons, 
Johnson  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Lloyds  Pharma- 
ceuticals, Pifco  Ltd  and  Roche  Products 
Ltd.  Events  during  the  week  include  the 
launching  of  a  new  schools  preventive 
dentistry  educational  programme ;  an  exhi- 
bition of  the  winning  entries  in  a  nation- 
wide dental  health  poster  competition  for 
schoolchildren  which  attracted  more  than 
15,000  entries;  a  programme  of  symposia 
on  preventive  dentistry  for  dentists 
throughout  the  country  at  which  the 
distinguished   dental   authority,  Professor 


Arje  Scheinin,  is  to  be  the  principal 
speaker;  and  the  launch  of  a  song 
recorded  by  Bruce  Forsyth  called  "Brush 
away  your  troubles".  Television  person- 
alities "the  Goodies"  are  also  supporting 
the  campaign. 

The  schools  programme  material  con- 
sists of  a  teacher's  manual  with  a 
preventive  dentistry  kit,  and  a  workbook 
for  each  pupil.  A  "letter  to  parents"  is 
enclosed  in  each  workbook,  to  help  ensure 
parent  participation.  Incorporated  in  the 
schools  programme  will  be  a  special  dental 
project  competition,  and  substantial  prizes 
in  the  form  of  sports  equipment  will  be 
awarded,  in  March  1977,  to  the  schools 
submitting  the  best  projects.  Two  forms 
of  oral  hygiene  kits — for  children  and 
adults — have  been  produced  for  dentists  to 
distribute  to  patients ;  accepted  by  the 
British  Dental  Association,  the  kits 
include  such  items  as  fluoride  toothpaste, 
toothbrush,  disclosing  tablets  together  with 
a  hand  mirror. 
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NOT FOR  USE 
BY ANYONE 
OVER  THE  AGE 
OF  TEETHING. 


OENTINOX 

teething  gel 


FOR  BABIES  ONLY. 

New  babies  are  being  born  in  Britain  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
one  a  minute. 

Which  means  a  lot  of  teething  trouble  for  babies,  and  a  lot  of 
lost  sleep  for  parents. 

Unless  they  use  Dentmox  teething  treatment. 

Dentinox  is  formulated  specifically  for  babies.  And  only 
for  babies. 

And  it  works.  Just  one  application  on  a  baby's  gums  eases 
the  pain  in  seconds.  And  peace  reigns. 

Unlike  most  other  mouth  treatments,  Dentinox  doesn't 
claim  to  cure  mouth  ulcers  or  denture  rubbing. 

Its  Lignocame  Hydrochloride  content  is  0.33%— far  below 
the  normal  safety  limit.  And  toxicity  tests  indicate  that 
Dentinox  has  an  LD50  rate  well  in  excess  of  16  ml /kg  body  weight. 

So  that,  used  as  instructed,  it  is  absolutely  safe. 

Throughout  the  year,  we'll  be  telling  parents  how  to  stop 
the  crying  and  catch  up  on  their  sleep. 

We're  running  ads  in  all  the  leading  Mother  and  Baby 
magazines  this  year.  So  we'll  reach  just  about  every  mum  in  the 
country  with  a  teething  baby. 

Remember,  new  customers  are  arriving  at  the  rate  of  more 
than  one  a  minute. 

All  simply  crying  out  for  Dentinox. 

THE  TEETHING  TREATMENT  MADE  JUST  FOR  TEETHING. 

Dendron  Limited,  94/98  Rickmans  worth  Road,  Watford  WD  1  7  J  J . 
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More  medicines 

labelling 

proposals 

Containers  and  packages  of  medicinal 
products  will  be  required  to  show  their 
category  with  a  new  "symbol"  under  the 
latest  Medicines  Act  proposals  issued  by 
the  Department  of  Health.  There  would 
also  be  much  more  stringent  labelling 
provisions  for  aspirin,  aloxiprin  and  para- 
cetamol preparations.  The  new  criteria 
are  set  out  in  detail  as  a  consultative 
document — the  Proposed  Medicines  (Label- 
ling) (No  2)  Regulations  1976. 

Requirements  applying  to  both  medicinal 
products  on  the  general  sale  list  and  to 
medicinal  products  restricted  to  pharmacy 
sale  under  Section  52  of  the  Act. 
These  would  apply  to 

(a)  medicinal  products  on  the  general  sale 
list  sold  by  retail,  or  offered  or  exposed 
for  sale  by  retail,  or  supplied  in  circum- 
stances corresponding  to  retail  sale,  or  by 
an  automatic  machine,  and 

(b)  medicinal  products  sold  by  retail,  or 
offered  or  exposed  for  sale  by  retail,  or 
supplied  in  circumstances  corresponding  to 
retail  sale,  to  which  the  restrictions  in 
Section  52  (pharmacy  sale)  apply, 

but  not  to  labelling  of  dispensed  medicines 
or  where  sale  or  supply  takes  place  in 
accordance  with  a  signed  order.  The 
requirement  concerning  children  (see 
below)  would  also  apply  to  veterinary  pro- 
ducts exempted  from  the  restrictions  in 
Section  52  by  the  proposed  Medicines 
(Exemptions  from  Restrictions  on  the 
Retail  Sale  or  Supply  of  Veterinary  Drugs) 
Order. 

[For  the  convenience  of  those  making 
representations,  the  paragraph  numbers  of 
the  Regulations  are  retained — Editor.] 

2.2  Any  medicinal  product  for  administra- 
tion to  human  beings  which  contains 
aspirin,  and  which  is  marketed  under  a 
name  which  does  not  include  the  word 
aspirin,  would  be  required  to  bear  a  warn- 
ing on  the  label  of  the  container  "THIS 
PRODUCT  CONTAINS  ASPIRIN". 

2.3  Any  medicinal  product  for  administra- 
tion to  human  beings  which  contains 
aloxiprin  would  be  required  to  bear  a 
warning  on  the  label  of  the  container 
"THIS  PRODUCT  CONTAINS  A 
DERIVATIVE  OF  ASPIRIN." 

2.4  Any  medicinal  product  for  administra- 
tion to  human  beings  which  contains 
paracetamol,  and  which  is  marketed  under 
a  name  which  does  not  include  the  word 
paracetamol,  would  be  required  to  bear  a 
warning  on  the  label  of  the  container 
"THIS  PRODUCT  CONTAINS  PARA- 
CETAMOL". In  addition,  any  such 
product  would  be  required  to  bear  a  warn- 
ing "DO  NOT  EXCEED  THE  STATED 
DOSE". 

2.5  In  the  case  of  any  product  which  falls 


into  more  than  one  of  the  categories  2.2- 
2.4,  the  warnings  would  be  combined  as 
appropriate. 

2.6  In  addition,  a  recommended  dose 
would  be  required  to  be  stated  on  the 
container  label  of  any  product  which  falls 
into  any  of  the  categories  2.2-2.4,  together 
with  the  warning  "IF  SYMPTOMS  PER- 
SIST, CONSULT  YOUR  DOCTOR". 

2.7  The  warnings  referred  to  in  2.2  and 
2.3  would  apply  to  medicines  for  veteri- 
nary use ;  in  this  case  the  words 
"UNSUITABLE  FOR  CATS"  would  be 
added. 

2.8  All  medicinal  products,  whether  for 
administration  to  human  beings  or  for 
veterinary  use,  would  be  required  to  bear 
a  warning  on  the  container  label  "KEEP 
OUT  OF  THE  REACH  OF  CHILDREN". 

Requirements  applying  only  to  medicinal 
products  restricted  to  pharmacy  sale  under 
Section  52  of  the  Act. 
These  labelling  requirements  would  not 
apply  to  labelling  of  dispensed  medicines 
or  signed  order  sales  or  supplies.  They  are 
largely  in  line  with  proposals  already 
published  (C&D,  March  20,  p422). 
"WARNING.  DO  NOT  EXCEED  THE 
STATED  DOSE."  Medicinal  products  for 
administration  to  human  beings  containing 
any  substance  listed  in  column  1  of  Part  I 
or  Part  II  of  Schedule  1  to  the  proposed 
Medicines  (Prescription  Only)  Order, 
where  the  conditions  for  exemption  speci- 
fied in  columns  2,  3  and  4  of  that  Schedule 
are  satisfied.  (Except  medicinal  products 
for  external  use,  or  containing  insulin  or 
falling  under  the  antihistamine  sub- 
paragraph below). 

"WARNING.  USE  ONLY  ON  MEDICAL 
ADVICE."  Medicinal  products  for 
administration  to  human  beings  for  the 
treatment  of  asthma  or  other  conditions 
associated  with  bronchial  spasm. 
"WARNING.  WHEN  USED  FOR 
ASTHMA  MEDICAL  ADVICE  SHOULD 
BE  OBTAINED."  Medicinal  products  for 
administration  to  human  beings  contain- 
ing ephedrine  or  its  salts. 
"WARNING.  MAY  CAUSE  DROWSI- 
NESS. IF  AFFECTED  DO  NOT  DRIVE 
OR  OPERATE  MACHINERY.  AVOID 
ALCOHOL."  Medicinal  products  for 
administration  to  human  beings  containing 
one  or  more  of  the  following  listed  anti- 
histaminic  and  other  substances  (except 
medicinal  products  for  external  use).  The 
list  includes  all  existing  57  antihistamines 
plus  bamipine,  brompheniramine,  clem- 
astine, dimenhydrinate,  dimethindene, 
embramine,  hyoscine,  mepyramine,  metha- 
pyrilene,  tripelennamine. 
"WARNING.  MULTIPLE  WARTS 
SHOULD  NOT  BE  TREATED  WITH 
THIS  PREPARATION  EXCEPT  UNDER 
MEDICAL  SUPERVISION."  Medicinal 
products  for  administration  to  human 
beings  containing  podophyllum  resin, 
where  the  conditions  for  exemption  of  this 
substance  specified  in  columns  2  and  3  of 
Part  I  of  Schedule  1  to  the  proposed  Medi- 
cines (Prescription  Only)  Order  are 
satisfied. 

"FOR  EXTERNAL  USE  ONLY."  Medici- 
nal products,  whether  for  administration 
to  human  beings  or  for  veterinary  use, 
being  an  embrocation,  liniment,  lotion, 
liquid  antiseptic  or  other  liquid  preparation 
for  external  application. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  include  the  warn- 


ing labelling  requirements  which  at  present 
appear  in  Article  3  of  the  Medicines 
(Hexachlorophane  Prohibition)  Order  1973. 

Symbols 

It  is  also  proposed  that  the  following 
symbols  should  be  shown  in  a  rectangular 
box  on  the  containers  and  packages  of 
medicinal  products  as  indicated : 

□  The  symbol  "POM"  on  all  prescrip- 
tion-only medicines,  as  listed  in  the 
proposed  Medicines  (Prescription  Only) 
Order  and  any  subsequent  amendments 
thereto  (ie  medicines  which  may  only  be 
sold  or  supplied  in  accordance  with  a 
practitioner's  prescription). 

□  The  symbol  "P"  on  all  other  medicinal 
products  which  are  subject  to  the  restric- 
tions in  Section  52  of  the  Act  (ie  products 
which  may  only  be  sold  under  a  pharma- 
cist's supervision),  but  not  on  medicinal 
products  which  are  exempted  from  those 
restrictions  under  Section  56(1)  or  57. 

□  The  symbol  "PML"  on  all  products 
which  are  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
proposed  Medicines  (Exemptions  from 
Restrictions  on  the  Retail  Sale  or  Supply 
of  Veterinary  Drugs)  Order  but  are 
exempted  by  that  Order  from  the  restric- 
tions in  Section  52  of  the  Act. 

The  purpose  of  this  requirement  is  to 
make  it  clear  into  which  legal  category  a 
product  falls.  The  requirement  will  not  ap- 
ply to  medicines  re-packed  for  dispensing. 

Timing 

It  is  intended  that  the  regulations  proposed 
would  come  into  operation  on  September 
1,  1976,  on  the  assumption  that 

(a)  the  various  proposed  orders  and  regu- 
lations relating  to  the  implementation  of 
Part  III  of  the  Medicines  Act  (C&D, 
March  20)  come  into  effect  then,  and 

(b)  the  proposed  labelling  regulations 
issued  in  December  1974  have  by  then 
been  made. 

There  would  be  transitional  provisions 
under  which  labels  already  printed  could 
continue  to  be  used  and  containers  already 
filled  or  labelled  could  continue  to  be  sold 
or  supplied  for  specified  periods.  These 
would  be  on  the  same  lines  as  those 
envisaged  for  the  first  set  of  labelling  regu- 
lations, details  of  which  it  is  hoped  to 
make  known  shortly. 

If  the  coming  into  operation  of  this 
second  set  of  labelling  regulations  were 
significantly  delayed  beyond  September  1, 
a  provision  would  be  included  in  them 
which  would  extend  as  necessary  the  tran- 
sitional provisions  in  the  first  set  of 
labelling  regulations  in  respect  of  pro- 
ducts affected  by  the  second  set. 

During  any  transitional  period  which 
may  be  provided  for,  any  labels  which 
do  not  comply  with  the  latest  proposals 
would  need  to  comply  with  existing  pro- 
visions, in  particular  those  contained  in 
Schedule  7  to  the  Poisons  Rules  1972. 

Organisations  wishing  to  make  com- 
ments on  the  proposals  must  do  so  by 
June  30.  They  should  be  addressed  to 
Medicines  Division  (Room  315),  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Social  Security,  Fins- 
bury  Square  House,  33  Finsbury  Square, 
London  EC2A  1PP,  or,  in  the  case  of 
comments  on  veterinary  medicines  aspects, 
to  Animal  Health  Division  (Room  7B), 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food,  Government  Buildings,  Garrison 
Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey,  KT9  2LW. 
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NEW  SENSODYNE 


Small  is 
heaj^ijul! 


Especially  when  it  means  big  turnover 
and  profits  for  you.  That's  the  promise  of 
the  new  Sensodyne  Junior  Toothbrush, 
latest  addition  to  the  Sensodyne  range  of 
toothbrushes.  The  Sensodyne  Junior  is 
for  children  and  those  adults  who  prefer  a 
small-head  brush. 


An  intensive  launch  campaign  to  dentists 
will  include  dental  detailing,  press 
advertisements  in  major  dental  journals, 
and  national  sampling  by  mail.  It's  the 
heaviest  professional  promotion  cam- 
paign in  support  of  a  new  toothbrush. 


*See  your  Stafford-Miller  representative  or  contact  your  wholesaler  for  details  of  the 

special  introductory  bonus  offer. 


Iff  ^SENSODYNE  JUNIOR  TOOTHBRUSH 
keeps  young  teeth  clean  and  free  from  plaque 


Stafford-Miller 

Quality  Products  for  Dental  Health 


Further  information  from  Stafford-Miller  Ltd., 
Professional  Relations  Division,  Hatfield,  Herts. 
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People 


Professor  W.  C.  Bowman,  University  of 
Strathclyde,  has  been  designated  a  Fellow 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  under  the 
Society's  Bye-laws  111(3). 
Mr  Gordon  Borrie,  dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Law,  Birmingham  University,  has  been 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr  John  Methven  as 
director  general  of  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading.  Mr  Borrie  is  a  barrister. 

Deaths 

Elliott:  Recently,  aged  90,  Mr  Alwyne 
Thomas  Elliott,  retired  pharmacist, 
Whittington  Moor,  Chesterfield.  Qualifying 
in  1908,  Mr  Elliott  continued  his  father's 
business,  founded  more  than  a  century 
ago,  and  had  branch  shops  at  New  Whit- 
tington, Dinnington.  and  Wath-on-Dearne. 
Glover:  On  May  1,  Florence  Anty 
Glover,  MPS,  of  2  Beech  Burn  Crescent, 
Lochwinnoch,  Renfrews.  Mrs  Glover 
qualified  in  1940. 

Hartopp:  Recently,  Mr  Jack  Hartopp,  East 
Midlands  area  representative  for  Dendron 
Ltd,  94  Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford, 
Herts.  He  had  been  with  the  company  for 
over  12  years. 

Henry:  Recently,  Mr  Robert  Thompson 
Henry,  MPSNI,  18  Osborne  Gardens,  Ban- 
bridge,  co.  Down.  Mr  Henry,  who  was  in 
his  80's,  served  his  apprenticeship  with 
C.  &  J.  Montgomery  Ltd,  Royal  Avenue, 
Belfast,  and  after  registering  in  1926  had 
a  business  of  his  own  at  151  Grosvenor 
Road,  Belfast.  The  earlier  troubles  of  the 
1930s  put  him  out  of  business  and  up  to 
1963  he  was  associated  with  James  Simms 
Ltd,  73  Bridge  Street,  Banbridge.  In  recent 
years  he  has  been  doing  locum  work.  Mr 
Henry,  who  took  an  active  part  in  the  St 
John's  Ambulance  Brigade  and  was  also 
interested  in  the  local  camera  club,  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  son. 

News  in  brief 

□  Chemists  and  appliance  contractors  in 
Northern  Ireland  dispensed  some  1,090,385 
prescriptions  (674,457  forms)  during  Feb- 
ruary at  a  total  cost  of  £1,603,656 — an 
average  of  £147  a  prescription. 

□  The  Drugs  Ordinance  1976,  promul- 
gated recently  in  Pakistan  repeals  the  1940 
Act  and  the  Generic  Names  Act  of  1972. 
Under  the  new  measure  although  single 
ingredient  drugs  will  still  carry  the  gen- 
eric name,  compound  drugs  may  be 
registered  as  proprietary  names,  and  a 
system  of  drug  registration  has  been  intro- 
duced to  control  quality  more  effectively. 
Strict  price  control  is  also  envisaged. 

□  Stanford  Research  Institute,  California, 
has  been  awarded  a  one  year  research 
contract  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Research,  US  Department  of  Labour,  to 
study  how  proposed  tariff  reductions 
would  affect  the  US  chemical  industry  and 
the  consumers. 
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Topical  reflections 

BY  XRAYSER 

Publicity 

Although  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  the  arguments  you  put  forward  against 
the  "silencing"  of  candidates  for  election  to  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  during  the  period  of  what  is  sometimes  referred 
to  as  the  "run-up",  experience  over  the  years  has  suggested  that  there  may 
be  compensations.  In  the  same  way  as  the  candidate  for  examination  should 
prepare  the  ground  well  in  advance  by  hard  work,  so  perhaps  should  the 
political  candidate  not  leave  it  to  the  last  moment  to  impress  his  personality 
and  his  views  on  the  electorate.  Indeed,  I  have  felt  that  it  would  not  be  a  bad 
thing  if  candidates  for  Parliament  were  to  be  subjected  to  something  of  the 
same  procedure.  Elections  for  President  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be 
judged  from  the  same  standpoint,  for  the  glittering  world  of  Bertram  Mills  has 
not  yet  taken  over  in  this  country.  But  as  you  point  out,  despite  the  embargo, 
some  candidates  have  become  adept  at  beating  the  "deadline"  with 
published  letters  or  articles,  while  others  make  full  use  of  other  means  of 
keeping  themselves  in  the  foreground.  It  seems  a  little  unusual  for  two 
serving  members  of  Council  to  enter  the  fray  with  an  attempt  to  influence 
voters  "not  to  support  those  candidates  whose  age  and  length  of  service 
has  led  to  the  adoption  of  rigid  doctrinaire  attitudes  by  Council".  I  don't 
know  what  the  upper  age  limit  is  in  the  estimation  of  Messrs  Baumber  and 
Walker,  but  the  members  they  must  have  in  mind  have  at  least  matured. 
Nobody  could  level  that  charge  against  your  correspondents,  but  time  is 
on  their  side  and  there  is  no  knowing  what  the  future  may  hold. 

Centenary 

Your  illustrated  article  on  the  centenary  of  a  pharmacy  in  Bournemouth 
provided  an  opportunity  for  allowing  readers  to  see  what  a  pharmacy  looked 
like  in  the  late  19th  century  and,  in  many  cases,  well  into  the  present  century, 
for  there  is  nothing  in  the  illustrations  which  is  not  perfectly  familiar  to 
older  readers.  The  circular  form  of  the  pharmacy  itself  is  very  attractive  and 
good  use  was  made  of  the  feature  in  the  fitting  of  the  shop.  Its  corner  site 
contributed,  of  course,  and  the  large  windows  on  each  side  must  have 
provided  plenty  of  natural  lighting.  The  pharmacist  himself  is  seen  engaged 
in  earnest  conversation  with  an  elegantly-dressed  gentleman  whose  top-hat 
doubtless  provides  accommodation  for  a  wooden  stethoscope.  It  seems 
highly  likely  that  the  topic  concerned  nitro-muriatic  acid  and  tincture  of 
calumba,  and  whether  the  mixture  should  be  flavoured  with  the  syrup  of 
orange,  or  whether  the  bitterness  of  gentian  with  no  concessions  to  the 
palate  might  not,  in  the  end,  engender  higher  respect.  I  note  that  the 
prescription  envelope  bears  the  name  of  Pars  and  Co  and  that  the  firm 
basked  in  a  certain  reflected  glory  connected  with  Savory  &  Moore.  The 
practice  was  not  uncommon,  and  it  may  be  assumed  that  it  did  no  harm 
to  either  party.  But  surely,  in  a  pharmacy  of  such  dignity  and  elegance, 
there  was  no  need  to  stress  that  the  prescription  was  "accurately  prepared". 
The  lady  of  distinction  seated  on  the  chair  and  obviously  waiting  for  her 
medicine,  would  not  be  there  if  it  were  not  so. 

Important 

The  publication  of  two  works  of  such  ever-growing  importance  as  a  new 
Price  List  and  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  Directory  marks  the  wide-ranging 
nature  of  the  activities  at  New  Street  Square.  The  Directory  itself  is  invaluable 
and  its  information  as  comprehensive  as  ever,  I  have  found  the  "Buyers' 
guide"  of  great  assistance  in  tracing  unusual  products.  Perhaps  "directory" 
is  a  more  appropriate  description  than  "diary",  but  I  still  think  of  it  by  the 
name  in  which  it  rejoiced  for  many  years.  The  book  is  handsomely 
presented  and  well-bound  for  constant  use  to  which  it  is  put  during  the  year. 
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Everyone's  getting 
into  throwaway 


More  women  than  ever 
are  getting  used  to  taking 
their  holidays  with 
Undercover.  And  why  not? 
Undercover  Throwaway 
Pantees  make  real  sales 
sense. 

The  attractive  easy-on- 
the-shelf  pack  contains 
four  well-styled 


comfortable  pantees  — 
specially  designed  for 
menstrual  times  and 
perfect  for  holidays. 

Make  sure  of  your  share 
of  this  fast  growing  market 
by  contacting  your 
local  wholesaler 
or  direct  from  the 
manufacturer. 


UNDERCOVER 


Undercover 

Throwaway  Pantees 

Wear  today —gone  tomorrow. 


Thfoivauiciy 
Pantees 


Undercover  Products 
(International)  Ltd 
Queensway  Industrial  Estate 
Wrexham.  N.  Wales 
Tel:  (0978)  53535/6 

Some  of  our  wholesalers:— 

Sangers  Ltd 
Unichem  Ltd. 

Vestric  Ltd.  (selected  branches) 
Benwall  Enterprises  Ltd. 
Bleasdale  Ltd. 
Corv  Brothers  &  CoLtd. 
D.R.'Crosskill&Sons  Ltd. 
Richard  Daniel  &  Son  Ltd. 
Dolphin  Munday  Sundries  Ltd. 
H.B.  Dorling  Ltd. 
Eastern  Wholesale  Chemists  Ltd. 
James  Hardcastle  &  Co.  Ltd. 
Hugh  Reynolds  Ltd. 
L.  Rowland  &  Co.  Ltd. 
A.V.  Sorge  Ltd. 

Wholesale  Sundries  (Cheshire)  Ltd 
F.  Widocks  &  Co.  Ltd. 

Available  in  medium  and  large  sizes. 
Also  Undercover  for  men. 
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Three  new  Milupa  foods  have 
arrived. 

Two  more  fast  moving  fruit 
varieties  orange  and  banana. 

Plus  a  new  economical  rice  to  use 
as  a  savoury,  containing  no  added 
sugar  or  salt. 

Milupa  Infant  Foods  are 
revitalising  the  chemist's  baby  food 
business. 

They  are  fully  supported  by 


postal  and  personal  sampling, 
advertising  and  medical  detailing. 

Move  out  the  shelf  warmers  - 
move  in  Milupa  foods  the  fast 
moving  baby  food  range. 

Milupa  Limited,  Lab  House, 

Horton  Road,West  Drayton, 

Middlesex  UB7  8DZ. 

Tel.  West  Drayton  48286 

milupa  Infant  Foods 


•lup<t     A  Infant  Food 

Lt  food  W  m~- 


$  Infant  F°0^ 


 |  I 

1  ln,ant 


Food 


More  Good  Foods  from 


Nature's  Garden. 


MILUPA  isaTrade  Mark 
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New 
products 


Babycare 

Low-solute  babymilk 

New  improved  formula  Ostermilk  two 
(454g,  £0  68)  is  added  to  the  low-solute 
babymilk  range  from  Glaxo-Farley  Foods 
Ltd.  The  milk  has  been  listed  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
as  suitable  for  feeding  to  infants  of  all 
ages.  Ostermilk  two  will  still  be  available 
but  recommended  only  for  feeding  to 
babies  of  six  months  and  over.  The  levels 
of  minerals  and  protein  in  the  new  form- 
ula have  been  modified  to  be  closer  to 
breast  milk  and  no  sugar  need  be  added. 
It  differs  from  the  company's  other  low- 
solute  milk,  Ostermilk  complete  formula, 
in  that  it  is  made  from  skimmed  milk, 
with  cream  added,  rather  than  from  whole 
milk,  and  has  a  slightly  lower  carbo- 
hydrate content  (Glaxo-Farley  Foods  Ltd, 
Plymouth  PL3  5UA). 

Home  brewing 

Redesigned  crown  corker 

A  new  model  of  bench-type  crown  corker 
for  home  brewing —  which  is  said  to  give 
equal  performance  to  its  predecessor  at  a 
cost  saving  of  more  than  25  per  cent — 
has  been  launched  by  Walker  Desmond  & 
Sons  Ltd. 

The  latest  crown  corker  (£4-75)  features 
an  adjustable  corking  head  which  can 
accommodate  all  sizes  of  bottle  in  com- 
mon use  by  home  brewers.  Both  the  long 
handle,  to  reduce  the  effort  needed  to  seal 
a  crown  cork,  and  the  bottle  support  are 
made  from  steel  with  a  white  nylon  coat- 
ing, while  the  unit's  base  has  a  wear-resis- 
tant melamine  finish.  A  spring  mechanism 
holds  the  corking  head  in  the  correct  posi- 
tion throughout  the  sealing  operation, 
while  the  steel  locking  pin  is  adjustable  to 
fit  different  bottle  sizes  (Walker  Desmond 
&  Sons  Ltd,  Lever  Street,  Hazel  Grove, 
Stockport  SK7  4EN). 

Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Bathing  with  Charlie 

Revlon  have  introduced  lotion  moisturiser 
for  hands  and  body  (£190)  and  bath  soap, 
a  gel-based  soap  that  lathers  (£100),  to 
their  Charlie  range.  The  fragrance  is 
described  as  "a  bouquet  of  spring  and 
summer  florals,  with  a  warm  tenacious 
undertone  of  ambre,  mosses,  sandalwood 
and  musks"  (Revlon  International  Cor- 
poration, 86  Brook  Street,  London  Wl). 

Oral  hygiene 

Moist  toothpowders 

Eucryl  varieties  that  incorporate  foaming 
agents — blue  smokers  fresh  flavour  and 
green  mint  fresh — have  been  added  to  the 
range  (£0-21).  They  are  more  moist  than 
smoker's  toothpowder  and  original  white 
and  "have  a  fresh  mint  taste".  From  June, 
a  national  television  campaign  will  sup- 
port Eucryl,  for  the  first  time.  LR/Sanitas 


say  that  Eucryl  is  used  by  12  per  cent  of 
adults  and  over  a  third  of  users  are  non- 
smokers.  They  claim  to  "totally  dominate 
the  toothpowder  sector  of  the  dentifrice 
market"  and  give  better  value  for  money 
than  toothpaste,  on  a  cost  per  use  basis 
(LR/Sanitas,  Sanitas  House  Stockwell 
Green,  London  SW9). 

Health  foods 

Vitamin  range  increased 
Two  vitamin  preparations  have  been  added 
to  the  Nairodale  range.  KLB  complex 
tablets  (100,  £150;  250,  £270)  contain 
kelp,  lecithin,  vitamin  Bi,  B2,  inositol, 
niacin,  and  cider  vinegar.  Super  E  225iu 
tablets  (30,  £130;  90,  £3  56)  replace  the 
200iu  vitamin  E  tablets.  Consumer  adver- 
tising is  appearing  in  health  magazines,  and 
leaflets  and  window  merchandising  material 
are  available  (J.  I.  Rodale  and  Co  Ltd, 
Potten  End,  Berkhamsted,  Herts). 

Sunglasses 

Disney  models  for  children 

Mickey  Mouse  and  Donald  Duck  sun- 
glasses, with  bright  red,  blue  or  white 
frames  (£0  30)  have  been  added  to  the 
Bartex  range.  Six  dozen  assorted  pairs  are 
available  in  flip-up  display  boxes  (Alfred 
Franks  &  Bartlett  &  Co  Ltd,  167  Freston 
Road,  London  W10  6TH). 

Prescrptbn 
specia  ities 

BOLVIDON  tablets 

Manufacturer  Organon  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Crown  House,  London  Road,  Morden, 
Surrey 

Description  Yellow  film-coated  tablet  coded 
"CT4"  one  side,  "Organon"  on  reverse, 
containing  mianserin  hydrochloride  lOmg 
Indications  Treatment  of  depression 
Contraindications  Should  not  be  given  to 
children.  Should  not  be  given  with  or 
within  two  weeks  of  ending  treatment  with 
monoamine  oxidase  inhibitors,  nor  con- 
currently with  antihypertensives 
Dosage  To  be  swallowed  whole.  Adult  in- 
patients— lOmg  three  times  daily  initially, 
adjusted  according  to  response.  Usual  daily 
dose  30-60mg;  up  to  120mg  has  been  used. 


Out-patients — lOmg  twice  daily  initially, 
adjusted  according  to  response,  usually  30- 
60mg  daily 

Precautions  Teratogenic  effects  have  not 
been  shown  in  animals  but  use  in  preg- 
nancy should  be  restricted  to  cases  where 
on  balance  the  patient's  condition  requires 
specific  mianserin  therapy.  Patients  should 
be  advised  not  to  drive,  operate  machinery 
or  take  alcohol.  Care  in  epilepsy — in- 
creased dose  of  anticonvulsants  may  be 
needed.  Use  with  barbiturates  in  insomnia 
not  recommended.  Regular  monitoring  of 
blood  sugar  levels  advisable  in  patients 
with  unstable  diabetes  mellitus.  Patients 
with  hepatic,  renal  or  cardiac  insufficiency 
should  also  be  monitored  carefully 
Side  effects  Anticholinergic  effects  occur 
rarely.  Drowsiness  may  occur  usually  dis- 
appearing within  first  three  to  five  days 
Storage  Protect  from  light 
Pack  90  tablets  in  blister  strips  of  30 
(£3-95  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  Recommended  on  pre- 
scription only 
Issued  May  1976 

Notes  Mianserin  hydrochloride  is  a  tetra- 
cyclic antidepressant  with  fewer  anti- 
cholinergic effects  than  tricyclic  antide- 
pressants. Studies  in  animals  have  shown 
mild  sedative  and  tranquillising  properties 
and  a  potent  peripheral  serotonin  and 
histamine  antagonism 


Trade 
News 


Further  varieties  from  Milupa 

Three  new  varieties  are  available  in  the 
Milupa  infant  foods  range.  The  rice  cereal 
(250g,  £0  35)  contains  no  added  sugar,  salt 
or  wheat  gluten  making  it  suitable  for 
children  with  coeliac  disease.  Each  pack 
provides  about  25  meals  for  small  babies 
and  can  be  used  as  a  savoury  or  in  soups 
etc.  Orange  and  honey,  and  banana  and 
honey  flavours  (150g,  £0  37)  are  added  to 
the  granulated  range.  New  point  of  sale 
material  will  be  available  soon  from 
Milupa  Ltd,  Lab  House,  Horton  Road, 
West  Drayton,  Middlesex  UB7  8DZ. 

Tytex  in  'fashion'  colours 

Yellow,  green,  white,  red,  ecru  and  navy 
stocking  tights  are  being  launched  by  Tytex 
Hosiery  Ltd,  65  Webbs  Road,  London 
SW11.  makers  of  single  leg  tights.  They 
claim  one  advantage  of  the  stocking  tights 
ic  that  two  colours  can  be  worn  together. 

A  new  dual  language  pack  has  been 
produced,  with  French.  German.  Italian 
and  Spanish  versions,  following  many  wide- 
spread overseas  inquiries. 

Relaunch  of  Vichy  emulsion  profonde 

A  new  size  of  Vichy  emulsion  profonde 
36g  (£196)  is  being  introduced  to  take  over 
gradually  from  the  existing  size  of  50g. 
The  English  product  name  of  rejuvenating 
cream  is  amended  to  restorative  night 
cream  but  the  formula  remains  unchanged. 
A  redesigned  booklet  is  available  from 
Vichy  (UK)  Ltd,  1  Hay  Hill,  London  Wl. 

More  Trade  News  on  p706 
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Continued  from  p705 


Resiguard  available  again 

Resiguard  is  now  available  again  (4jl, 
£5  25  trade)  from  Nicholas  Laboratories 
Ltd,  PO  box  17,  225  Bath  Road,  Slough 
SL1  4AU.  It  is  hoped  that  sachets  will  be 
introduced  later. 

Dalacin  C  now  pink  granules 

Dalacin  C  paediatric  is  now  supplied  as 
pink  coloured  granules.  Upjohn  Ltd,  Flem- 
ing Way,  Crawley,  West  Sussex  RH10 
2NJ,  say  the  change  does  not  affect  the 
method  of  reconstitution  or  dosage  and  all 
stocks  of  the  previous  formulation  should 
be  used  first. 

Money  off  Kodak  processing 

Until  June  12  the  processing  charge  will  be 
reduced  by  £0  25  on  every  110  and  126 
Kodacolor  II  film  processed  and  printed 
by  the  Kodak  colour  processing  division, 
Hemel  Hempstead,  Herts.  All  dealers  who 
use  the  service  are  being  sent  attractive 
point-of-purchase  display  material  to  help 
them  bring  the  offer  to  the  attention  of 
the  public  and  each  pack  contains  a 
window  banner,  window  show  card  and 
wallet  stuffer.  In  addition,  all  finished 
work  now  leaving  the  processing  division 
includes  a  wallet  stuffer  giving  information 
on  the  offer. 

Economy  size  from  Wella 

A  lOOcc  (£0  59)  bottle,  containing  up  to 
eight  treatments  of  Bio  dry  lotions  is  being 
introduced  in  addition  to  the  38cc  size. 
Wella  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Wella  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants,  are  continuing  to 
advertise  their  product  group  in  magazines 
for  the  young,  including  Hers,  Honey,  Love 
Affair,  19,  OK,  Hi,  Loving,  True,  Argus 
Womens  3. 

The  company's  order  cycle  has  been 
streamlined  by  installation  of  data  process- 
ing systems  at  their  Birmingham,  Leeds 
and  Cumbernauld  depots.  Wella  promise 
"an  even  more  efficient  service"  to  their 
customers,  by  reducing  possibilities  of 
human  error. 

Double  promotions  for  Lil-lets 

Lil-lets  are  being  supported  by  both  con- 
sumer and  trade  promotions  this  summer. 
An  on-pack  consumer  competition — 
"getaway  girl" — offers  three  first  prizes  of 
a  Triumph  Spitfire,  with  runners-up  prizes 
of  Raleigh  cycles  and  50  consolation  prizes 
of  £10  British  Rail  travel  vouchers.  Con- 
testants have  to  match  the  names  of 
famous  females  with  their  particular  "get- 
away" activity.  Entry  forms  are  on  the 
Lil-lets  20's  pack  and  at  point-of-sale. 
Advertising  in  women's  magazines  is 
scheduled  for  mid-summer.  Lilia-White 
(Sales)  Ltd,  Charford  Mills,  Birmingham  8 
are  offering  a  trade  bonus  on  the  20's  size 


to  direct  accounts.  A  trade  competition, 
"get  on  the  ball" — a  spot  the  ball  type 
competition,  offers  Antler  luggage,  picnic 
hampers,  and  AA  Books  of  the  Road. 
Entries  for  the  consumer  competition  close 
on  November  30  and  for  the  trade  com- 
petition on  July  19. 

Coty  colours  and  fragrance  sprays 

"Delicately  frosted"  sundown  browns  for 
lipsticks  (£063)  and  nail  enamels  (£055) 
are  being  added  to  the  Coty  Airspun  range 
— evening  beige,  a  vivid  pinky  brown ; 
dusky  rust,  a  soft  red  rust;  twilight  rust,  a 
crimson  rust  and  sunset,  a  damson  brown. 
From  mid-May  there  will  be  three  more 
fragrances  in  aerosol  sprays.  A  Complice 
de  Francois  eau  de  toilette  atomiser  49g 
(£3  25)  has  been  added  to  the  range.  Coty 
Ltd,  Great  West  Road,  Brentford,  Middle- 
sex, are  also  offering  as  promotions  a  Styx 
petite  spray  (£090)  and  Wild  Musk  2oz 
size  (£1-40). 

Midas  consumer  trial 

An  offer  featured  on  the  front  page  of 
Woman,  May  16,  is  expected  to  give  H 
million  women  free  sachets  of  Midas  foam 
bath,  in  envelopes  offering  lOp  off  next 
purchase.  Heavy  advertising  plans,  from 
Beecham  Proprietaries,  Beecham  House, 
Great  West  Road,  Middlesex,  include  a 
£150,000  television  campaign,  running 
nationally  until  June.  They  estimate  the 
market  for  bath  additives  will  reach  £26 
million  in  1976/7  and  is  growing  at  £2 
million  yearly.  Liquids,  with  a  68  per  cent 
share,  are  said  to  be  showing  the  fastest 
growth. 

Bikini  offer  from  Immac 

Immac  is  being  promoted  by  a  bikini  offer 
until  September  30.  Consumers  may  buy 
a  stretch  towelling  bikini  in  chocolate 
brown,  pink,  turquoise  or  yellow  for  £195 
together  with  proof  of  purchase — an 
Immac  carton  or  plastic  cap  from  the 
spray.  Applicants  must  also  fill  in  coupons 
being  distributed  through  retailers  and  via 
advertisements  in  women's  magazines. 
International  Chemical  Co  Ltd,  1 1  Chenies 
Street,  London  WC1E  7ET,  are  providing 
dump  bins,  shelf  talkers  etc  and  the  offer 
is  being  supported  by  full  page  colour 
advertisements  in  19,  Honey,  Over  21,  She, 
Jackie,  Loving  and  Mates. 

Ruthmoi  distribution 

Ruthmol  sodium-free  table  salt  is  now 
being  sold  under  the  name  of  Cantassium 
Co,  225  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London 
SW15.  Stocks  of  the  50g  pack  bearing  the 
name  of  British  Ethical  Proprietaries  and 
of  the  200g  and  400g  packs  bearing  the 
name  of  G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co  Ltd  will 
be  issued  until  stocks  are  exhausted. 
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Cida-ho  size  increase 

Carter  Bros,  Glen  Laboratories,  Shipley, 
Yorks  BD17  7AQ,  are  increasing  the  size 
of  Cida-ho  capsules  from  100  to  120,  but 
the  price  remains  the  same  (£175). 

Scholl  display  corn  pads 

Medicated  Zino  or  self-adhesive  felt  corn 
pads  by  Scholl  are  available  in  counter 
display  outers  holding  three  dozen,  from 
Scholl  (UK)  Ltd,  182  St  John  Street, 
London  EC1P  1DH. 

Spring  bank  holiday  closings 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co,  Usk  Road,  Pontypool, 
Gwent  NP4  8YH.  Closed  May  31  and 
June  1.  Carfin  distribution  depot  will  be 
open  these  two  days  but  closed  May  24-25. 

William  Ransom  &  Son  Ltd,  Hitchin, 
Herts.  Closed  May  31 -June  4. 

Bonus  offers 

Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co  Ltd,  Oldbury, 
Warley,  West  Midlands.  Aidex  burn  and 
wound  cream,  14  as  12  on  direct  orders  of 
six  dozen  and  over.  Until  end  of  July. 
Wade  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Witham,  Essex 
CM8  3AG.  Phytocil,  72  as  54  or  36  as  30 
cream  and  /or  powder. 
Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts  EN  11  9BU.  Tyrozets,  84  as  72.  Until 
May  31. 

May  and  Baker  Ltd,  Dagenham,  Essex. 
Current  offer  (C&D,  April  24,  p594) 
applies  to  a  minimum  order  of  50  packs  of 
any  three  of  the  bonus  products:  Anthisan 
cream  25g,  Anthical  cream  25g,  Avomine 
tablets  10's  and  Brolene  eye  ointment,  10 
invoiced  9.  It  does  not  include  50  packs 
of  one  product  although  discounts  are 
available  through  representatives  for  larger 
orders  of  single  products  [corrected  note]. 

Price  correction 

The  price  of  Sherley's  insecticidal  dog 
brush  is  £190  and  not  as  stated  in  a 
printer's  error  (last  week,  p654). 


on  TV 
next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midlands;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE — North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We — Westward;  B — Border; 
G — Grampian:  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Island. 

4711  Cologne:  M,  So 

Anadin:  All  except  E 

Close-up:  All  except  E 

Divi-dent:  All  except  Ln,  So,  E 

Energen:  All  except  E 

Exterma-germ  cloths:  Ln,  So 

J-cloths:  Ln,  So,  A 

Johnson's  baby  powder:  All  except  E 

Kattomeat:  All  except  E 

Kodak  Instamatic  cameras:  All  except  E 

Nivea:  All  except  Ln,  So 

Philips  home  trim:  Lc,  Y,  NE 

Philishave:  All  areas 

Remington  GT3  shaver:  Ln,  M,  Lc 

Scholl  footsprays:  All  except  U,  E 

Sunsilk  hairspray:  All  except  E 

Sure:  All  except  E 

Tegrin  herbal:  All  except  E 

Wizard  range:  Lc,  Y,  NE 
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Beatson  Glass 
of  the  great  protectors 


Wherever  drugs  and  medicines  are  dispensed 
Beatson  glass  containers  keep  them  safe  and  ready  to  hand. 

Beatson  Clark  have  Peen  making  glass 
for  two  centuries  and  today  serve  the  pharmaceutical  world 
with  most  types  of  medicinal  glass  containers. 

Ask  your  wholesaler. 

/Beatson  Clark 

Beatson,  Clark  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Rotherham  South  Yorkshire,  S60  2AA 
Telephone:  0709  79141  Telex:  54329 


BCG277 
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From  co 


erenc 


by  G.  B.  Kirkwood,  secretary  to  the  St  Andrews  local  organising  committee 


The  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  St 
Andrews  76  is  a  real  and  exciting  pros- 
pect. Certainly  it  had  seemed  an  attractive 
objective  after  the  successful  Glasgow 
conference  in  1971  but  on  closer  inspection 
the  140  Fife  pharmacists  were  seen  to  be 
so  strung  out  around  the  kingdom  that 
its  erstwhile  description  as  "the  beggar's 
mantle  with  the  fringe  of  gold"  was 
depressingly  apt.  So  the  story  of  the  events 
and  of  the  people  who  closed  the  "feasibi- 
lity" gap  is  worth  telling. 

In  February  1973  Mr  T.  W.  Buchanan, 
then  chairman  of  the  Fife  Branch,  Mr  J. 
P.  Bannerman  and  Dr  J.  Chilton  visited 
St  Andrews  and  reported  favourably  that 
"  .  .  .  the  compactness  and  beautiful 
surroundings  of  the  (University)  campus 
and  the  availability  of  accommodation  for 
residence  and  lectures  have  considerable 
advantages  ..."  The  desirability  of  a 
conference  at  St  Andrews  was  accepted  by 
the  Society's  Council  in  March  and  there- 
after a  modus  operandi  began  to  emerge. 
In  May  Society  officials  returned  to  St 
Andrews  and  met  representatives  of  the 
Fife  Branch — and  of  Ihe  Dundee  and 
Eastern  Scottish  Branch  from  across  the 
Firth  of  Tay.  Mr  David  Wallace,  Dundee 
Branch  secretary,  became  the  link  man  be- 
tween a  joint  steering  committee  and 
Bloomsbury  Square. 

In  the  depths  of  the  energy  crisis  of 
November  1973  a  small  group  of  Dundee 
and  Fife  pharmacists  formed  a  local  organ- 
ising committee  in  the  gloom  of  the  chilly 
court-room  of  St  Andrews  council  cham- 
bers. Mr  James  Henderson  of  Dunfermline 
— who  was  vice-chairman  of  the  Edinburgh 
Conference  in  1964 — was  elected  chairman 
with  David  Wallace  as  vice-chairman.  In 
its  subsequent  development  the  local  com- 
mittee has  built  bridges  firstly  across  the 
Firth  of  Forth  to  Edinburgh  and  then  to 
central  Scotland  at  Bridge  of  Allan.  Indeed 


if  you  map  out  connecting  lines  linking 
Bridge  of  Allan  with  the  Forth  Bridges,  the 
Tay  Bridges  and  General  Wade's  Bridge 
at  Aberfeldy,  you  not  only  join  up  the 
committee  members  but  you  also  enclose 
almost  the  entire  1,600  square  miles  of  the 
Conference  and  its  excursions.  Statistics  of 
"organising  the  organisers"  along  well- 
worn  diagonal  paths  to  Cupar,  Fife,  on 
meeting  nights  are  interesting.  Five 
vehicles  converge  and  return  through  a 
total  of  434  miles.  Up  until  April  1976 
11,284  miles  have  been  logged  and  by 
September  more  than  60  meetings  will 
have  been  clocked  up. 

Convenors 

The  treasurer  is  David  Dalglish  of 
Aberfeldy  and  the  conveners  are :  Ladies' 
committee,  Mrs  Pat  Duncan,  Broughty 
Ferry ;  accommodation,  John  Dott.  Wor- 
mit ;  catering,  John  Appleton  and  Bob 
Leach,  both  of  Dundee ;  entertainment, 
Gordon  Geddes,  Edinburgh,  and  Ken 
Giay,  Bridge  of  Allan;  publicity,  Sandy 
Ramsay,  Carnoustie;  sports,  Andrew 
Dunlop,  Kirkcaldy ;  transport,  Brian 
Eggleston,  Cowdenbeath.  The  committee 
is  serviced  by  a  secretariat  headed  by 
Bryan  Kirkwood,  Cairneyhill,  with  Jim 
Archibald,  Dunfermline,  as  deputy  and 
Colin  Virden,  Edinburgh,  as  assistant  sec- 
retary. Dr  Chilton,  the  Society's  resident 
secretary  in  Scotland,  and  his  wife  Betty — 
"survivors"  from  the  "Glasgow  Commit- 
tee"— are  advisory  members  while  Jill 
Turnbull,  Dundee,  Graham  Crichton  and 
Tom  McKechnie  both  of  St  Andrews,  are 
active  lieutenants  on  the  ladies',  publicity 
and  accommodation  committee  respectively. 

An  eavesdropper  on  a  typical  evening 
session  would  hear  Pat  Duncan  adding  to 
the  programme  of  excursions,  each  trip 
carefully  matched  with  a  morning  coffee 
or  afternoon  tea.  Palaces,  distilleries,  pot- 


tery, museum — she  delivers  the  goods  for 
carriage  by  Brian  Eggleston's  Bluebird 
coaches.  He  reports  on  the  arrangements 
of  a  Conference  charter  flight  from  London 
to  Edinburgh,  on  discussion  with  British 
Rail  about  the  Conference  excursion  to 
Pitlochry  and  on  "internal"  transport. 

The  catering  conveners  have  been 
negotiating  a  banquet  menu  to  suit  both 
the  taste  of  the  diners  and  the  kitchen 
capability  of  the  Angus  Hotel.  Back  in  St 
Andrews  they  have  been  dovetailing  meal- 
taking  at  four  different  locations.  Gordon 
Geddes  and  Ken  Gray  confirm  that  they 
have  nailed  down  contracts  to  provide 
cabaret,  dance,  disco  and  cash  bars. 
Andrew  Dunlop  explains  the  intricacies  of 
teeing-off  allocations  in  democratic  St 
Andrews  where  it  is  first  come,  first  served 
(before  9  am  and  between  12  pm  and  L30 
pm)  for  the  town's  golfers  only.  He  has  to 
organise  a  50-player  tournament  between 
times — without  any  missed  lunches.  Then 
Sandy  Ramsay  advises  triggering  off  the 
latest  run  of  printer-work  and  Jim  Archi- 
bald reports  on  the  administration  of 
applications  received.  There  is  a  colour 
television  prize  to  be  delivered  to  Crieff 
and  a  wine  and  cheese  party  to  organise 
for  prospective  helpers. 

Like  the  cross  of  St  Andrew  on  the 
Scottish  Sallire,  the  local  organising  com- 
mittee points  four  ways  to  its  sources.  Its 
helpers  will  gather  from  even  further  afield 
— from  Inverness,  Aberdeen  and  Glasgow. 
Those  pharmacists  and  friends  of  phar- 
macy will  add  the  flavour  and  blend  to 
another  distinctive  conference  in  Scotland. 

The  arrangements  are  largely  completed, 
the  ingredients  have  been  carefully  weighed 
and  incorporated  into  a  promising  mixture 
for  the  first-ever  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  to  be  held  in  St  Andrews. 

Accommodation — see  p711 


Members  of  the  St  Andrews  Conference  local  organising  committee  standing  from  left:  A.  J.  Ramsay,  R.  Leach,  A.  Dunlop, 

K.  J.  Gray,  B.  Eggleston,  J.  Chilton  (resident  secretary),  Mrs  P.  Duncan,  J.  Appleton,  seated  from  left:  G.  Geddes,  J.  S.  Archibald, 

G.  B.  Kirkwood  (secretary),  J.  H.  Henderson  (chairman),  J.  D.  Dalglish  (treasurer),  D.  Wallace  (vice-chairman),  J.  Dott,  C.  Virden 
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7  E  T  S 

5    i  *  ♦  * 


Each  'Tyrozets'  Lozenge  contains  1  mg  tyrothricin 
and  5  mg  benzocaine  BP.  Detailed  information  is 
available  on  request.  'Tyrozets'  are  indicated  in 
minor  mouth  and  throat  irritations.  ®  denotes 
registered  trademark. 

Retail  price  19!4p  per  vial  of  12  (including  VAT). 

Tyrozets 

A' pharmacy  only' 
product 


Spring  is  back  and  so  are  the  mild  sore 
throats  that  run  rife  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
So  now  is  the  time  to  play  your  trump  card. 

'Tyrozets',  the  effective,  pleasant* 
tasting  lozenges  are  now 
available  on  generous  bonus 
terms*  But  don't  delay  in  taking 
advantage,  the  offer  ends  on 
May  31st. 

Details  from  our  representative,  or  call  us 
P3SS  Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Limited 


Hoddesdon,Hertfordshire,EN119BU 


76-4017 
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Kimco  Garment  Ticket  System 

Will  print  a  wide  variety  of  tags  and  tickets,  with  control  stubs  if 
required,  in  strips  or  fan  fold.  Fast,  simple  to  use  and  more  economical 
than  any  competitive  machine. 


Famox  11  n  Reel  Printer 

Asuperblyefficienthighspeed  label  printerwith 
adjustable  knifefor  varying  lengths  of  ticketsand  labels. 


Famox  Electronic  Label  Applicator 

''  Ahighspeed,precisionapplicatorcapableof 
applying  35,000  labels  an  hour.  Label  sizef rom  6mm 
diameter  up  to  152mm  x  305mm. 
Will  interface  with  conveyoror 
purpose  built  systems  and  can  cope 
with  recessed,  contoured,  hard 
or  soft  products. 


Kimball  Midget  Marker 

An  economical,  simpleto  operate,  portabletag, 
ticketand  label  printertocopewitha  wide  variety 
ypf  labelling  applications. 


■ 

Labelling  Guns  for  all  Purposes 


Whateveryou  need  to  label,  Kimball  can  give  the  machines 
and  labels  to  do  it  in  the  best  possible  way.  Regardless  of  shape, 
size  and  texture,  all  our  machines  have  one  thing  in  common. 
They'll  print  out  letters  and  figures  clear  and  sharp.  No  more 
misunderstanding  in  price  and  information.  That  has  to  be  good 
news  for  staff  and  Customers.  As  well  as  for  business. 


PRICE  YOURSELF 
INTO  THE  MARKET 


To  Kimball  Systems  Ltd.,  Litton  House, 
27  Goswell  Road,  London  EC1M7AL. 
Tel:  01  -253  1800. 

Please  send  me  further  information  on 


CH  Kimco 

□  Famox  UN 

□  Kimball  Midget 


CI  Famox  Electronic 
I  I  Labelling  Guns 


Namel 


Position_ 


Company. 
Address  


Tel: 


LB 

Litton 


KIMBALL    cd  1 5/5 
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Accommodation  in 
St  Andrews 

by  John  Dott,  Conference 
accommodation  convenor 

St  Andrews  has  had  a  long  history  of 
catering  for  the  needs  of  the  public.  The 
cheerful  landladies  (bunk-wives)  who 
catered  for  the  students  during  term  time, 
provided  holiday  accommodation  during 
the  summer  vacation. 

Nowadays  numerous  first-class  hotels 
provide  accommodation  for  family  and 
golfing  holidays.  However,  because  of  the 
renown  of  St  Andrews  as  a  holiday  resort, 
it  cannot  be  emphasised  strongly  enough 
that  members  wishing  hotel  accommoda- 
tion should  make  application  for  this  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Halls 

In  the  University  of  St  Andrews,  residential 
facilities  were  probably  first  provided  on 
a  small  scale  in  the  year  1419.  The  build- 
ings included  a  hall  and  lodgings  for 
masters  and  students,  who  were  required 
to  live  together  within  College  bounds. 

However  the  halls  today  bear  little 
resemblance  to  these  early  residences.  Two 
of  those  being  used  for  the  Conference 
were  completed  as  recently  as  1968  and 
1971,  and  are  modern  in  appearance  and 
comfortable  and  functional  in  internal 
design.  The  third  hall  first  became  a  re- 
sidence in  1930,  and  has  been  turned  into 
an  attractive  modern  residence,  while  re- 
taining the  graceful  lines  of  the  original. 

All  the  rooms  being  used  are  comfort- 
ably furnished  and  are  provided  with 
wash-hand  basins.  The  ratio  of  bedrooms 
to  bathrooms  is  low.  The  catering  and 
domestic  arrangements  are  looked  after 
by  three  very  efficient  and  friendly 
domestic  bursars.  Meals  are  served  in 
spacious  dining  rooms,  breakfast  and  the 
evening  meal  being  self-service  and  lunch 
having  waitress  service.  During  the  Con- 
ference, bars  will  be  available  near  to  the 
dining  rooms  in  each  of  the  halls. 

Throughout  each  of  the  halls  are  a 
number  of  small  common  rooms  where, 
in  the  evening,  members  can  relax  and 
discuss  the  activities  of  the  day,  the  state 
of  the  weather  or  even  the  state  of  the 
country'  Facilities  are  also  available  for 
the  preparation  of  tea  and  coffee. 

As  some  of  the  rooms  are  up  several 


flights  of  stairs,  any  members  who  have 
difficulty  with  stairs  should  state  this  on 
the  application  form.  If  the  application 
form  has  already  been  returned  without 
this  information,  please  write  direct  to  the 
accommodation  convener  so  that  suitable 
rooms  may  be  allocated. 


Irish  Congress  theme  is 
community  health  care 

"Community  health  care — professional 
and  social  responsibility"  will  be  the 
primary  theme  of  the  12th  annual  Irish 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  to  be  held  this 
year  in  the  Great  Southern  Hotel, 
Killarney,  October  10  to  13. 

The  theme  underlines  the  importance  of 
the  role,  function  and  responsibility  of 
the  pharmacist  at  the  present  time  in 
relation  to  community  health  care.  Lecture 
and  discussion  topics  will  include  com- 
munity health  care,  clinical  pharmacy, 
hospital  pharmacy  and  drug  problems  in 
anti-  and  post-natal  care.  There  will  also 
be  discussions  on  industrial  pharmacy 
topics.  The  European  Pharmacopoeia,  and 
a  contribution  from  the  National  Drugs 
Advisory  Board.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  will 
be  held  on  the  evening  of  October  1 1  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  Tanaiste  and 
Minister  for  Health,  Mr  Brendan  Corish. 
will  be  the  guest  of  honour  at  the  banquet 
on  October  13. 

Arrangements  for  CPA 
conference  in  Bombay 

The  second  conference  of  the  Common- 
wealth Pharmaceutical  Association  will  be 
held  in  Kalina,  Bombay,  January  16-20, 
1977.  Incorporating  the  28th  session  of 
the  Indian  Pharmaceutical  Congress  Asso- 
ciation it  will  take  place  in  a  specially- 
constructed  conference  village  on  the 
campus  of  the  Bombay  College  of 
Pharmacy.  The  official  language  of  the 
conference  is  English. 

Overseas  active  delegates  and  accom- 
panying persons  (associate  delegates)  are 
exempt  from  conference  fees  but  will  have 
to  bear  their  travel  and  hotel  charges. 
Delegates  joining  the  Cox  &  Kings  Group 
inclusive  tours  will  have  concessional  terms 
offered. 

A  package  tour  will  be  arranged  from 


Two  of  the  residential  halls 

The  local  committee  trust  that  everyone 
attending  the  Conference  will  have  an 
enjoyable  stay  in  St  Andrews  and  will 
carry  away  pleasant  memories  of  Scottish 
hospitality. 


the  UK  for  the  week  of  the  conference 
followed  by  a  tour  of  India  visiting 
Udaipur,  Jaipur,  Agra  and  Delhi,  all  at 
about  the  same  cost  (£493)  as  the  sched- 
uled air  fare.  Applications  should  be  sent 
in  the  first  instance  to  Dr  J.  Chilton, 
assistant  secretary  of  CPA,  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh  EH1  3HU.  Confirmation  of 
bookings  will  be  made  by  the  travel 
agents  who  will  require  a  deposit.  As 
accommodation  on  flights  will  be  limited, 
early  application  is  recommended. 

Included  in  the  programme  are  the 
following  topics  (speakers  already  named 
in  parenthesis):  "The  role  of  the  pharma- 
cist in  relation  to  modern  drugs  and 
medicines"  (Professor  A.  H.  Beckett); 
"Recent  developments  in  pharmacy  prac- 
tice in  Commonwealth  countries"  ;  "Degree 
education  for  pharmacists";  "Diploma 
education  for  pharmacists"  (Mr  E.  A. 
Richards  (Trinidad)  and  a  speaker  from 
India);  "The  provision  of  pharmaceutical 
services  in  rural  areas". 

Revival  of  Society's 
Epsom  Branch 

"A  revivalist  meeting"  was  how  Mr  J.  P. 
Kerr,  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Council,  described  the  collection 
of  Epsom  and  district  pharmacists  who 
gathered  at  the  Downs  Club,  Belmont,  on 
May  5.  They  had  come  to  hear  what  the 
Society  proposed  to  do  about  the  future 
of  the  Branch — which  has  been  inactive 
for  about  two  years.  In  fact  the  fate  of 
the  Branch  was  firmly  in  the  hands  of  the 
members  themselves  and  after  the  meeting 
Mr  Kerr  said  "You  certainly  have  a  viable 
branch  here". 

The  following  officers  were  appointed : 
Chairman,  Mr  A.  J.  Rogers :  treasurer,  Mr 
Flett :  committee.  Mr  P.  Farley,  Mrs  M. 
Westbrook,  Mr  D.  J.  Smith.  Mr  R.  IJnton, 
Mr  A.  Colegate ;  careers  officer,  Mr  W.  M. 
Pate ;  Press  officer,  Mr  A.  Shepherd : 
secretary,  Mrs  N.  R.  Coker,  chief  pharma- 
cist. Royal  Marsden  Hospital,  Downs 
Road.  Sutton.  Surrey. 
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The  promise  you 

make  today... 

we  keep  tomorrow! 


Parcel  distribution  can  be  a  big  headache  in 
business.  Everyone  wants  delivery  tomorrow. 
And  it  has  been  difficultto  make  such  a  promise. 

Until  now ! 

Courier  Express  will  normally  make  delivery 
next  day,  be  it  1  or  500  miles  away.  This  is  our 
usual  service—  not  a  special  delivery. 

Our  national  overnighttrunking  service,  allied 
to  a  highly  sophisticated  sorting  system,  results  in  a 
streamlined,  efficient  service  that  ensures  your 
products  reach  their  destination  with  the  utmost 
speed.  And,  of  course,  when  you're  not  using  us, 
you're  not  paying  for  us. 


Call  in  our  consultant  and  discuss 
what  we  have  to  offer: 

•  Next  day  delivery  •Reliability 

•  Proof  of  delivery  if  required 

•  Service  tailored  to  your  requirements 

•  Over  1,400  towns  covered  nationwide 

•  Personalised  service 

Send  off  the  coupon  for  more  information, 
including  our  Warehousing/  Distribution  Services. 


COURIER  EXPRESS 

Part  and  parcel  of  your  company 


Harry  Stanley,  Courier  Express,  Ltd.,  38/54  Curtain  Rd.,  London  EC2A3NR 

Telephone:  01  -247  0674 

Please  send  me  details  of  the  Courier  Express  Services. 


Name 


I 


Address 


J&J  A  member  of  the  De  La  Rue  Group 

Carriage  subject  to  detailed  conditions  available  on  request. 
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Peptides:  A  new  way 
to  treat  allergies? 

by  G.  B.  West,  BPharm,  DSc,  PhD,  FIBiol,  FPS,  reader  in  pharmacology,  North-east  London  Polytechnic 


Victims  of  hay  fever,  asthma  and  hives  are  known  to  possess  or  make  high  levels  of  the 
antibody  IgE  and  several  researchers  are  working  on  countering  that  phenomenon. 
Dr  West  reports  on  the  latest  approach,  which  involves  using  a  new  pcntapeptide  to 
block  the  binding  of  IgE  to  cells  so  that  inflammatory  agents  are  not  released,  and  the 
allergic  symptoms  are  reduced. 


Over  the  years,  great  advances  in  the  field 
of  medical  science  have  resulted  from  the 
characterisation  of  low  molecular  weight 
polypeptides  found  in  the  body.  After 
bradykinin  for  example  was  isolated  and 
synthesized  in  1960,  and  made  available 
for  general  use,  much  more  has  been 
found  about  its  formation  and  release  in 
mammals  although  its  physiological  role 
still  appears  to  be  uncertain.  A  derivative 
of  a.-globulin,  one  of  the  plasma  proteins, 
this  nonapeptide  is  formed  from  a  precur- 
sor in  blood  and  tissues  and  chemically  it 
is  Arg-Pro-Pro-Gly-Phe-Ser-Pro-Phe-Arg. 

Then  there  were  the  octapeptides  of  the 
pituitary  gland  (namely,  oxytocin  and  vaso- 
pressin) and  the  octapeptide  of  the  blood 
(angiotensin);  the  latter  peptide  is  activa- 
ted by  renin  released  from  anoxic  kidneys 
to  produce  one  of  the  most  active  of  all 
hypertensive  agents  with  amino  acid  seq- 
uence Asp-Arg-Val-Tyr-Ileu-His-Pro-Phe. 

About  1967  the  hormone  gastrin 
emerged ;  it  is  formed  in  the  pyloric 
mucosa  and  carried  to  the  oxyntic  cells  to 
effect  the  release  of  acid  gastric  juice. 
Pentagastrin,  mimicking  the  action  of  his- 
tamine on  gastric  secretion,  has  a  sequence 
of  Ala-Try-Met-Asp-Phe.  Chemists  work- 
on  the  synthesis  of  one  end  of  this  penta- 
peptide found  that  the  methyl  ester  of 
the  dipeptide,  L-aspartyl-L-phenylaianine, 
was  an  extremely  sweet  compound  and 
in  1974  it  was  approved  by  the  US  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  as  a  sweetener 
for  food  and  drugs. 

Pentapeptide  binding 

Thus  to  the  latest  synthetic  peptide 
which  has  the  same  sequence  of  five 
amino  acids  that  occurs  in  a  unique  region 
of  an  antibody  termed  IgE,  the  region 
which  binds  the  antibody  to  tissues.  The 
new  pentapeptide,  Asp-Ser-Asp-Pro-Arg, 
has  a  structure  with  configuration  in  phy- 
siological solution  sufficiently  similar  to 
that  of  the  natural  cell  binding  site  of 
IgE  to  compete  successfully  for  this  site 
and  even  to  displace  IgE.  The  pentapep- 
tide persists  at  the  site  of  injection  for  at 
least  24  hours,  again  suggesting  that  it 
attaches  itself  to  a  specific  binding  site, 
particularly  as  other  peptides  and  intact 
globulins  or  antibodies  other  than  IgE 
rapidly  diffuse  away  from  the  injection 
site.  Here  maybe  is  the  answer  for  the 
treatment  of  victims  of  hay  fever,  asthma 
and  hives  who  are  known  to  possess  or 
make  high  levels  of  IgE. 

Antibodies  are  formed  through  a  com- 
plex process  which  begins  in  the  bone 


marrow.  Stem  cells  formed  there  migrate 
either  to  the  thymus  gland  or  to  other 
lymphoid  tissue  where  they  become  lym- 
phocytes ;  those  originating  in  the  thymus 
are  called  T  lymphocytes  whereas  those 
from  the  other  lymphoid  tissues  are  B 
lymphocytes.  In  the  case  of  allergic  re- 
actions, the  T  lymphocytes  play  a  secon- 
dary role  as  helper  cells  to  B  lymphocytes. 

Upon  recognising  the  specific  antigens, 
the  B  lymphocytes  divide  rapidly.  Some 
daughter  cells  called  plasma  cells  secrete 
proteins — the  antibodies  or  immunoglo- 
bulins— some  of  which  are  antibodies 
specific  for  the  antigens.  The  B  lympho- 
cytes are  responsible  for  the  formation  of 
at  least  five  classes  of  antibody  from 
cc-globulin.  The  molecules  in  each  of  the 
classes  have  their  own  configuration  and 
in  some  cases  tend  to  attach  only  certain 
types  of  antigens. 

Most  people  ingesting  foreign  sub- 
stances (including  parasites)  product  min- 
ute amounts  of  IgE  (about  100  pg/ml 
blood)  as  part  of  the  body's  immune 
defence  system  designed  to  fight  off  para- 
sites which  invade  the  body;  they  show 
no  ill-effects.  However,  allergy  victims 
respond  to  some  of  these  foreign  sub- 
stances by  producing  relatively  large 
amounts  of  IgE  and  these  may  then 
attach  to  pollen,  dust,  animal  hair,  certain 
foods  or  drugs,  and  so  on,  with  the  result 
that  a  massive  release  of  histamine  and 
other  inflammatory  agents  occurs  and 
allergic  symptoms  are  presented. 

The  two  Ishizakas  of  Baltimore  dis- 
covered in  1967  the  nature  of  the  anti- 
bodies responsible  for  allergy  and  went 
on  to  show  that  IgE  binds  firmly  to  tissue 
mast  cell  and  basophil  receptors.  They 
proved  that,  when  a  second  allergic  con- 
tact is  made,  the  allergen  attaches  to  the 
bound  IgE  and  active  secretion  takes 
place  from  the  cells. 

Genes  control  production 

The  ability  to  form  IgE  is  controlled 
by  genes  and  a  person  tends  to  develop 
severe  allergies  when  he  moves  from  an 
area  plagued  with  parasites  to  an  area 
with  few  parasites — it  appears  that  the 
IgE  system  produces  allergic  diseases 
when  it  has  little  opportunity  to  protect 
the  body  against  parasites.  Since  IgE,  tis- 
sue mast  cells,  and  basophils  are  the 
agents  involved  in  allergic  reactions,  basic 
research  towards  the  prevention  or  alle- 
viation of  allergy  is  now  focussed  not 
only  on  drugs  which  stop  the  release  of 
mediators   or   combat   their   actions  but 


also  on  the  means  by  which  IgE  levels 
can  be  reduced  or  the  reactivity  of  mast 
cells  be  changed. 

The  ishizakas  are  modifying  allergen 
structures  so  that  the  body's  lymphocytes 
do  not  recognize  totally  the  foreign  sub- 
stances and  little  or  no  IgE  production 
occurs.  Other  workers,  such  as  Katz  of 
Boston,  are  attempting  to  block  IgE  pro- 
duction by  using  a  peptide  of  glutamic 
acid  and  lysine  which  also  results  in  the 
body's  lymphocytes  being  unable  to  recog- 
nise allergens  so  that  not  enough  IgE  is 
formed  to  produce  allergic  symptoms. 

Yet  other  workers  are  trying  to  under- 
stand more  fully  the  mast  cells,  baso- 
phils and  the  chemicals  they  secrete.  For 
example,  Austin  of  Boston  is  studying 
why  tears,  nasal  mucous  and  other  fluids 
from  allergic  reactions  contain  a  large 
number  of  eosinophils.  He  has  found 
that  mast  cells  and  basophils  secrete  a 
substance  which  attracts  eosinophils  and 
these  cells  have  the  ability  to  destroy 
chemical  mediators  of  allergic  reactions. 

Latest  approach 

But  the  newest  approach  is  to  prevent 
the  IgE  from  binding  to  cells  so  that 
secretions  do  not  occur  and  allergic 
symptoms  are  reduced.  The  key  to  this 
work  by  Hamburger  of  California  has 
been  the  synthesis  of  the  pentapeptide 
which  is  possibly  the  binding  unit  of  the 
IgE  molecule  (the  Fc  portion)  to  the 
mast  cells  and  basophils. 

Each  IgE  molecule  consists  of  4  chains 
forming  a  Y-shaped  figure,  the  main  chain 
containing  525  amino  acids.  Only  one 
small  part  of  this  sequence  binds  the 
entire  molecule  to  one  of  the  40,000  to 
90,000  receptors  on  each  mast  cell  or  one 
of  the  300,000  to  1  million  receptors  on 
each  basophil.  In  order  for  the  mast  cells 
and  basophils  to  release  their  contents,  2 
IgE  molecules  must  bind  the  receptor 
sites  close  enough  to  permit  one  allergen 
molecule  to  bind  both  of  them,  for  it  is 
this  bridging  of  2  IgE  molecules  which 
causes  the  cells  to  release  the  mediators. 

To  prevent  this,  the  pentapeptide  must 
bind  to  a  sufficient  number  of  receptor 
sites  to  interfere  with  bridging.  AJ1  the 
amino  acid  sequences  in  the  tail  portion 
of  the  IgE  molecule  have  been  identified 
and  one — Asp-Ser- Asp-Pro- Arg — corres- 
ponds to  amino  acids  320-324.  This  has 
now  been  synthesized  and  injected  into 
patients — Hamburger,  members  of  his 
family,  and  several  colleagues. 

First,  the  Prausnitz-Kustner  (P-K)  re- 
action in  man  was  used  to  measure  the 
capacity  of  the  pentapeptide  to  inhibit 
the  wheal  and  flare  response,  representing 
immediate    hypersentivity.    That  classical 

Continued  on  page  714 
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Irish  hospital  career 
structure  proposed 


A  possible  career  structure  for  hospital 
pharmacy  was  outlined  by  Mr  P.  Browne, 
president,  Irish  Hospital  Pharmacists  As- 
sociation, at  a  seminar  "prospects  in 
pharmacy",  organised  by  the  Irish  Phar- 
maceutical Students  Union  and  held  last 
month  at  the  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr  Browne  said  that  seven  main  levels 
of  responsibility  are  envisaged  in  the  plan, 
which  he  felt  should  be  introduced  in 
Ireland.  The  posts  would  be: 
Area  pharmacist:  Responsible  for  hospital 
pharmaceutical  services  of  an  area. 
Group  chief  pharmacist :  Responsible  for 
the  pharmaceutical  services  of  a  group  of 
hospitals. 

Chief  pharmacist :  In  charge  of  complete 
pharmaceutical  services  in  the  hospital  and 
the  staff  in  his  department.  Functions  of 
this  grade  would  be  managerial,  consulta- 
tive and  supervisory.  The  chief  pharmacist 
and  his  deputy  at  a  teaching  hospital 
would  normally  have  an  additional  allow- 
ance (responsibility  payment). 
Pharmacist  grade  I:  A  pharmacist  with 
three  years'  experience  of  hospital  phar- 
macy since  date  of  registration. 
Pharmacist  grade  II :  A  pharmacist  under- 
taking basic  duties,  normally  requiring 
some  element  of  direction  by  a  senior 
colleague. 

Preregistration  graduate  student:  Post- 
graduate student  undergoing  training. 

The  proposed  new  regulations  regarding 
the  four  year  degree  course  presented  some 
difficulties,  Mr  Browne  felt.  The  training 
period  of  six  months  in  community  phar- 
macy was  not  acceptable  to  hospital 
boards  and  they  required  a  minimum  of 
one  year.  Summing  up,  he  said  that,  to 
succeed  at  hospital  pharmacy,  the  phar- 
macist should  be  able  to  project  himself 
as  a  professional  person  and  be  reasonably 
available  for  such  services  as  "on-call". 

Community  pharmacy 

Speaking  about  community  pharmacy, 
Mr  M.  Shannon,  a  Dublin  suburban  com- 
munity pharmacist,  said  that  Ireland  did 
not  have  "a  pure  and  fully  professional 
type"  of  pharmaceutical  service  as  in 
most  continental  countries.  The  reason 
was  that,  for  various  reasons,  the  British 
pattern  of  chemist  shops  had  been  followed 
and,  since  the  war,  the  trend  had  escalated. 
That  escalation  he  felt  was  because  too 
many  pharmacists  came  onto  the  Register 
and  too  many  pharmacies  opened  as  a 
direct  result ;  and  the  old  dispensary  system 
expanded  because  of  political  patronage. 
So  pharmacy  owners  were  thus  forced  to 
increase  the  range  of  their  stock  in  order 
to  make  their  businesses  viable  and  also 
to  make  a  living. 

The  present  position  is  that  pharmacies 
now  dispense  about  95  per  cent  of 
medicines  for  the  Irish  people  both  in  the 
private   sector   and   under   the  General 


Medical  Services  scheme.  The  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  had 
for  a  number  of  years  been  advocating  a 
planned  pharmaceutical  service  with  a  cor- 
rect geographical  spread ;  that,  Mr 
Shannon  believed,  was  correct  and  proper, 
but  he  felt  that  the  Government  and 
Department  of  Health  had  to  be  converted 
to  that  thinking. 

A  survey  carried  out  some  years  ago 
showed  that  about  80  per  cent  of  Irish 
pharmacists  in  community  pharmacy 
favoured  purely  professional  pharmacy  if 
such  would  be  viable.  At  one  stage  salaries 
and  wages  for  pharmacists  were  low  and 
Mr  Shannon  felt  that  pharmacists  were 
devaluing  their  services.  However  the 
situation  had  improved  and  employee 
pharmacists  are  now  well  paid  and  have 
currently  not  suffered  from  redundancies. 

Qualities  needed  for  academics 

Speaking  for  the  academic  area,  Dr  P. 
Deesy,  lecturer  in  pharmaceutics,  College 
of  Pharmacy,  Dublin,  stressed  that  to 
succeed  to  a  post  in  academic  pharmacy,  it 
is  essential  that  the  student  do  well  in  the 
BSc  (Pharm)  degree  examination,  obtaining 
a  first  or  second  class  honours.  Dr  Deesy 
felt  the  qualities  required  for  a  good 
pharmacy  teacher,  apart  from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  were  the  ability 
to  impart  knowledge  to  others  and  a  deep 
and  sincere  interest  in  students  and  their 
difficulties  and  problems. 

The  job  involves  considerable  adminis- 
trative work  in  organising  and  mounting 
courses,  constant  reading  to  keep  up-to- 
date.  His  advice  to  the  students,  whatever 
area  of  pharmacy  they  chose,  would  be  to 
consider  spending  some  time  on  a  business 
management  course.  Dr  Deesy  concluded 
that  while  perhaps  he  might  have  done 
better  financially  in  industry,  he  has  no 
regrets  for  chosing  academic  pharmacy 
and  looks  back  on  his  ten  years  in 
academic  pharmacy  with  satisfaction. 

The  last  speaker  was  Mr  P.  O'Sullivan, 
general  manager,  Leo  Laboratories,  who 
pointed  out  that,  though  the  pharmaceu- 
tical industry  employs  less  than  five  per 
cent  of  the  total  of  Irish  pharmacists,  it  is 
nevertheless  a  potential  and  lucrative 
source  of  employment. 

Industry's  difficulties 

The  industry  is  currently  facing  its  most 
difficult  period  since  the  war,  he  said.  It 
is  becoming  difficult  for  companies  to 
operate  as  they  had  in  the  1950s  and 
i960s  where  a  fairly  rapid  growth  had 
taken  place  with  the  introduction  of  many 
new  products,  and  new  control  regulations 
for  both  new  and  old  preparations  had 
presented  problems  for  the  industry.  A 
number  of  companies  were  even  thinking 
of  pulling  out  of  the  pharmaceutical  sector 
altogether,    he    said.    However    he  was 
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reasonably  optimistic  that  in  the  long-term 
there  would  be  a  resumption  of  growth, 
but  it  would  be  less  dramatic  than 
previously. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  so  few  phar- 
macists take  up  employment  in  the 
industry,  Mr  O'Sullivan  felt,  was  that  they 
would  be  in  competition  with  people  from 
other  disciplines.  However  such  competi- 
tion was  healthy  and  he  felt  there  would 
be  opportunities  in  the  industry  for  those 
who  were  willing  to  compete. 

Babyfood  prices 

The  Irish  Minister  for  Industry  and 
Commerce,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Prices  Commission,  has  made  an  order 
fixing  new  maximum  prices  for  Cow  & 
Gate  babymilk  and  Liga  red  baby  food. 
The  new  prices — up  by  3p  a  lb  for  Cow 
&  Gate  babymilks  one  and  two  and  by 
lp  per  156g  pack  of  Liga  red  baby  food — 
took  effect  last  week. 


Peptides  and  allergies 

Continued  from  p713 

method  involves  the  intradermal  injection 
of  allergic  serum  (containing  IgE  specific 
for  a  known  antigen  or  allergen),  waiting 
20  or  more  hours,  and  then  challenging  at 
the  same  sites  with  a  prick  or  intradermal 
injection  of  a  solution  of  the  specific 
antigen.  The  extent  of  the  positive  reac- 
tion can  be  determined  by  measuring  the 
diameter  of  the  wheal  that  develops  over 
the  next  10  to  30  minutes. 

The  pentapeptide  was  tested  for  its  in- 
hibitory action  by  injecting  it  intraderm- 
ally  in  the  same  chosen  sites  either  one 
hour  or  24  hours  before  the  P-K  serum, 
In  six  adult  subjects,  the  pentapeptide  at 
doses  of  600  ng  inhibited  the  P-K  reac- 
tion by  60-89  per  cent  when  0.2  of  IgE 
was  used.  It  is  probable  that  the  penta- 
peptide is  not  binding  perfectly  to  the 
mast  cell  receptors  and  its  structure  may 
have  altered  to  some  degree  so  that  it  can 
compete  more  successfully  with  the  IgE 
molecules. 

Secondly,  after  the  intradermal  injection 
of  the  pentapeptide  into  marked  sites  of  a 
patient  allergic  to  guinea-pig  serum,  the 
guinea-pig  antigen  was  used  as  a  challenge 
by  prick  puncture  at  the  same  sites  1,  5 
and  24  hours  afterwards.  No  inhibition 
of  the  wheal  or  flare  reaction  occurred  at  i 
1  and  5  hours  but  at  the  24  hour  challenge 
the  pentapeptide  site  was  about  50  per 
cent  smaller — suggesting  that  the  peptide 
can  displace  already  bound  IgE  from  the 
mast  cell,  itself  being  attached  for  24 
hours  or  more  to  a  specific  binding  site. 

So  the  blocking  of  the  immediate 
hypersensitivity  reaction  with  a  small  pep- 
tide provides  evidence  for  the  feasibility 
of  a  new  therapeutic  approach  to  the 
treatment  of  allergic  disease.  Nine  years 
ago,  the  Ishizakas  discovered  IgE,  the  key 
to  the  understanding  of  allergy  reactions. 
It  is  now  only  a  matter  of  time  before  the 
final  breakthrough  to  the  successful  treat- 
ment of  these  reactions  will  take  place. 
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Co-op  advertising  to  be  viewed 
against  Commission's  ruling 


The  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council  is 
to  await  the  publication  of  reports  by  the 
Monopolies  Commission  on  the  restric- 
tions on  advertising  imposed  by  three 
professions — veterinary  surgeons,  stock- 
brokers and  accountants — before  consider- 
ing taking  any  action  concerning  reference 
to  the  Statutory  Committee  of  pharma- 
ceutical advertising  by  the  Co-operative 
movement.  That  was  decided  at  the 
Council's  meeting  last  week,  where  it  was 
also  stated  that  the  reports  were  expected 
during  June. 

The  Ethics  Committee  considered  the 
advertising  of  the  Co-operative  movement 
in  the  light  of  a  meeting  with  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Co-operative  Pharmacy 
Technical  Panel,  and  the  imminent  publi- 
cation of  the  Monopolies  Commission  re- 
ports. The  Committee  agreed  that  if  it 
were  accepted  that  the  Co-operative  phar- 
macy motif — not  objectionable  in  itself — 
could  be  used  in  advertisements  together 
with  a  protected  title,  a  large  number  of 
pharmacists  would  be  placed  at  a  dis- 
advantage, and  it  would  be  setting  an 
unfortunate  precedent.  It  was  recommen- 
ded that  the  Council  should  re-examine  its 
policy  on  advertising  in  the  light  of  the 
Monopolies  Commission  reports ;  the 
Council  accepted  that  recommendation. 

Complaints  to  Statutory  Committee 

The  Ethics  Committee  has  expressed 
concern  about  the  number  of  complaints 
that  are  now  being  made  directly  to  the 
Statutory  Committee.  After  discussion  it 
was  recommended  that  the  president,  Mr 
J.  Bannerman,  and  the  secretary  and  regis- 
trar, Mr  D.  Lewis,  should  seek  an  inter- 
view with  the  chairman  of  the  Statutory 
Committee  to  discuss  the  problem. 

The  Ethics  Committee  considered  the 
Statutory  Committee  decision  in  the 
Bolton  case.  The  Committee  agreed  that  it 
was  unfortunate  that  the  chairman  had 
expressed  the  view  that  a  superintendent 
pharmacist  was  not  necessarily  responsible 
for  advertising  carried  out  by  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  the  superintendent. 
That  was  quite  contrary  to  the  views  of 
the  Council,  which  had  always  been  that, 
apart  from  his  responsibilities  in  law,  a 
superintendent  had  responsibilities  for  all 
pharmaceutical  aspects  of  the  business, 
including  advertising,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  that  matter  should  therefore 
be  discussed  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Statutory  Committee. 

The  Committee  noted  that  in  the  Bolton 
case  decision,  the  chairman  had  expressed 
the  view  that  it  was  a  gross  abuse  of  the 
licence  which  journalists  enjoyed  in  pre- 
paring their  written  material  for  publica- 
cation  not  to  submit  proofs  to  pharmacists, 
and  he  had  said  that  "it  would  not  be 
wrong  if  the  Council  of  the  Society  saw 
fit  to  report  this  case  to  the  Press  Coun1- 


cil".  After  discussion,  it  was  recommended 
that  no  further  action  be  taken. 

The  New  Legislation  Committee  gave 
further  consideration  to  the  Government's 
proposals  for  implementation  of  Part  III 
of  the  Medicines  Act.  The  Committee 
agreed  to  a  number  of  detailed  represen- 
tations concerning  both  human  and  animal 
medicines,  and  that  letters  should  be  sent 
to  the  Department  of  Health  and  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  respectively,  con- 
cerning those  matters.  The  Council  agreed. 

Preregistration  places 

Information  concerning  the  preregistra- 
tion places  available  for  the  1977-78 
session  was  reported  to  the  Education 
Committee.  In  the  hospital  service  there 
would  be  418  places  in  England,  43  in 
Scotland  and  23  in  Wales,  making  a  total 
of  484  places — slightly  higher  than  the 
previous  year's  total  of  480.  The  Boots 
organisation  had  indicated  that  about  360 
places  would  be  available  and  Westons 
would  have  between  10  and  20  places. 
Therefore  the  difference  between  the  total 
ascertained,  ie,  854  to  864,  and  the  prob- 
able number  required,  ie,  1,047,  would 
need  to  be  filled  from  other  general 
practice  establishments. 

It  was  also  reported  to  the  Education 
Committee  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Ser- 
vices Negotiating  Committee  had  replied 
to  the  Society's  letter,  written  after  the 
April  meeting  of  Council,  pointing  out  the 
difficulties  being  experienced  in  finding 
general  practice  preregistration  places.  The 
PSNC  had  said  that  it  would  consider  the 
matter  further  when  the  Department  of 
Health  replied  to  its  current  claim  in 
relation  to  a  grant  for  general  practice 
employers.  The  Education  Committee 
agreed  that  the  outcome  of  the  current 
PSNC  negotiations  should  be  awaited,  but 
in  the  meantime  it  should  be  suggested  to 
the  PSNC  that  the  Department  could  give 
special  consideration  in  the  nature  of  an 
increased  grant  to  general  practice  pharma- 
cies in  which  it  could  be  demonstrated  that 
the  employment  of  preregistration  grad- 
uates was  not  part  of  the  recruitment 
arrangements  for  the  business. 

Professor  M.  R.  W.  Brown  and  Pro- 
fessor P.  H.  Elworthy  are  to  represent  the 
Society  at  the  first  meeting  of  a  panel  to 
consider  the  support  given  by  the  Science 
Research  Council  to  research  in  pharmacy 
at  universities  and  polytechnics. 

Mr  W.  W.  Hudson,  FPS,  has  been  re- 
appointed as  the  Society's  representative 
on  the  court  of  the  University  of  Bradford 
for  a  further  period  of  three  years.  A  letter 
of  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services 
had  been  received.  Mr  Lewis  reported  that 
Mrs  Joyce  M.  Gilbert  had  accepted  an 
invitation  to  serve  for  the  next  three  years 
on  the  science  consultative  committee  of 
the  City  of  Leicester  Polytechnic. 


Mr  Bannerman  announced  that  this  was 
the  last  meeting  at  which  Professor 
Morrell  would  be  present  as  a  Privy 
Council  appointee. 

Professor  Morrell  said  that  he  was  sorry 
to  be  leaving  the  Council.  Unfortunately, 
he  had  very  little  choice,  pressure  of  other 
matters  making  it  impossible  for  him  to 
contribute  to  the  work  in  the  way  he 
would  like. 

In  future,  nomination  forms  for  the 
annual  election  of  members  of  Council 
and  auditors  will  be  available  from  the 
Society  on  request.  The  Organisation  Com- 
mittee agreed  that  a  nomination  form 
would  be  a  suitable  aid  to  the  procedure 
for  elections. 

Provision  is  to  be  made  for  general 
practice  research  papers  to  be  introduced 
into  the  1977  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference programme  on  the  Wednesday 
afternoon.  The  Organisation  Committee 
decided  that  details  of  the  inclusion  of 
such  papers  should  be  worked  out  later. 

A  Macclesfield  branch  of  the  Society  is 
to  be  formed,  following  a  meeting  of 
members  residing  in  the  Macclesfield  area, 
held  on  April  27.  The  Warrington  branch 
will  now  cover  the  Warrington  and  Halton 
health  districts  only. 

Health  centre  contracts 

It  was  reported  that  Dr  David  Owen 
had  agreed  to  meet  representatives  of  the 
Society  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  to  discuss  the  con- 
trol of  entry  into  contract  to  dispense 
National  Health  Service  prescriptions  in 
health  centres  (see  also  p697). 

It  was  reported  to  the  Practice  Com- 
mittee that  Mr  Michael  Meacher  (at  that 
time  Parliamentary  Under  Secretary  of 
State,  Department  of  Health  and  Social 
Security),  had  agreed  to  meet  represen- 
tatives of  the  Society  and  other  interested 
organisations  to  discuss  the  Society's  view 
that  baby  foods  should  be  available  only 
from  pharmacies,  and  its  suggested  method 
of  distributing  tokens  from  clinics.  The 
Committee  was  told  that  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  was  to  send  two 
representatives  to  the  meeting  and  that 
the  Scottish  Department  of  the  Society  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  General  Council  (Scot- 
land) were  each  to  send  one  representative. 
The  Society  is  to  press  for  an  early  meet- 
ing with  Mr  Eric  Deakin,  who  has  replaced 
Mr  Meacher. 

The  Joint  Pharmaceutical  Analysis 
Group  is  to  be  notified  that  the  industrial 
practice  subcommittee  is  in  favour  of  hold- 
ing a  joint  meeting  on  the  new  labelling 
regulations.  The  meeting  is  to  be  held 
after  the  regulations  have  been  published, 
when  all  concerned  have  studied  the 
various  implications. 

The  Society  is  to  inform  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  that  it  opposes  the 
use  of  the  abbreviation  DPharmM  for  the 
diploma  in  pharmaceutical  medicine,  and 
suggest  DPhM  as  an  alternative.  The 
industrial  practice  subcommittee  felt  that 
the  abbreviation  "pharm"  could  be  mis- 
leading as  that  was  the  accepted  abbrevia- 
tion for  "pharmacy",  as  in  Bachelor  of 
Pharmacy  (BPharm). 

The  Council  was  informed  that  the 
industrial  practice  subcommittee  wishes  to 
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have  the  power  to  co-opt  industrial 
pharmacists  on  a  permanent  or  tem- 
porary basis.  The  Council  has  asked  the 
Organisation  Committee  to  give  considera- 
tion to  the  structure  and  the  function  of 
the  practice  subcommittees  and  member- 
ship groups. 

Saiary  survey 

A  survey  is  to  be  carried  out  on  salaries 
and  areas  of  activities  of  members  of  the 
Industrial  Pharmacists  Group.  The  results 
of  the  survey  will  be  included  in  a  booklet 
for  distribution  to  students  in  all  the 
schools  of  pharmacy. 

The  Council  accepted  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  industrial  practice  sub- 
committee that  postgraduate  courses  of 
study  for  pharmacists  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  should  be  established 
which  would  lead  to  a  recognisable 
qualification.  It  was  agreed  that  a  special- 
ist advisory  working  party  should  be 
convened  to  recommend  to  the  Council  the 
structure,  content  and  implementation  of 
such  courses. 

It  was  reported  to  the  Practice  Com- 
mittee that  inquiries  by  the  Society  into 
the  present  employment  of  pharmacists 
by  the  area  health  authority  in  Swindon 
had  revealed  that  although  two  pharma- 
cists were  employed  at  present  by  the 
authority  in  a  health  centre  in  the  town, 
there  were  arrangements  for  a  replace- 
ment health  centre  to  be  built  on  a 
different  site,  where  the  pharmaceutical 
service  would  be  provided  by  a  consortium 
of  local  pharmacists. 

The  Committee  also  discussed  a  new 
health  centre  to  be  built  in  Tredegar, 
Gwent,  to  replace  two  existing  health 
centres  in  which  the  pharmaceutical  ser- 
vice is  provided  by  pharmacists  employed 
by  the  area  health  authority ;  it  is  pro- 
posed that  the  service  in  the  new  health 
centre  should  also  be  provided  by  pharma- 
cists employed  by  the  AHA.  The  Practice 
Committee  was  told  that  Mr  J.  Charlton, 
secretary,  Pharmaceutical  Services  Nego- 
tiating Committee,  had  asked  the  secretary 
of  Gwent  chemist  contractors  committee 
to  make  formal  representation  to  the  AHA. 
If  the  outcome  was  not  satisfactory  the 
matter  would  be  pursued  at  a  national 
level  by  the  Society  and  by  the  PSNC. 

It  was  reported  that  the  New  Legislation 
Committee  had  received  a  reply  from  the 
Department  of  Health  to  its  letter  con- 
cerning the  proposal  for  publication  of 
information  following  the  grant  of  a  pro- 
duct licence.  The  Society  had  asked  for 
indications  for  use  and  legal  status  of 
"prescription  medicines"  to  be  added  to 
the  items  proposed  by  the  Department.  In 
its  reply  to  the  Committee,  the  Depart- 
ment had  referred  to  the  use  of  the 
svmbol  "P"  —  Pharmacy  Only  —  and 
"POM" — Prescription  Only — which  it  was 
proposed  should  be  used  on  the  labels  of 
medicinal  products.  Further  inquiries  made 
of  the  Department  had  indicated  that  the 
original  proposal  to  use  the  initial  "G"  on 
general  sale  list  products  would  probably 
be  dropped.  The  Committee  considered 
that  if  that  new  proposal  were  adopted  it 
would  be  a  retrograde  step,  and  is  to  write 
to  the  Department  making  that  point 
before  the  next  draft  labelling  regulations 
are  issued. 


ASTSVIS  'only  body  to  act' 
on  testing  scheme 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Chester- 
field and  District  Branch  of  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Union  was  held  on  April 
23  to  decide  what  action  should  be  taken 
in  the  light  of  the  replies  received  from 
the  representative  bodies  of  pharmacy  to 
our  resolution  regarding  the  Drug  Testing 
Scheme.  Although  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  the  NPU  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee  recognised 
the  unjust  nature  of  the  scheme,  they  con- 
sidered that  testing  under  the  present 
scheme  was  preferable  to  that  under  the 
food  and  drug  regulations  and  were  not 
able  to  support  us  in  our  threatened  action. 
A  somewhat  fragile  argument  it  would 
appear,  in  that  our  members  are  at  present 
being  tested  under  these  regulations. 

The  only  body  prepared  to  take  any 
action  on  our  behalf  was  the  general 
practice  pharmacy  section,  ASTMS,  the 
secretary  of  which,  Mr  Stanley  Blum, 
attended  our  meeting  as  a  guest  speaker. 
Mr  Blum  promised  to  bring  our  threatened 
action  to  the  notice  of  Dr  David  Owen  at 
their  forthcoming  meeting  and  if  necessary 
pursue  this  matter.  It  was  apparent  to  the 
meeting  that  if  the  matter  was  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  ASTMS/ GPP  section,  it 
was  incumbent  upon  the  membership  to 
ensure  they  were  represented  by  ASTMS, 
negating  the  necessity  to  effect  the  resolu- 
tion. This  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried 
unanimously. 

The  reason  we  regard  this  resolution 
with  such  importance,  is  that  it  represents 
one  of  those  very  few  issues  that  can  be 
described  in  terms  of  "black  and  white". 
What  chance  has  the  profession  of  obtain- 
ing justice  on  all  the  "grey"  or  less  well- 
defined  issues,  if  we  cannot  resolve  this 
one?  For  this  reason  and  the  "ivory  tower" 
mentality  that  pervades  the  NPU,  I  have 
tendered  my  resignation  as  the  honorary 
secretary  of  the  branch,  and  intend  to 
devote  my  time  to  furthering  the  objectives 
of  ASTMS/GPP  section. 

P.  S.  Armstrong 

Worksop 

Mr  P.  L.  Gilbert,  chairman  and  acting 
secretary,  Chesterfield  Branch,  NPU,  adds: 
Our  resolution  to  withdraw  from  the  Drug 
Testing  Scheme  unilaterally,  unless  the 
representative  bodies  of  pharmacy  took 
steps  to  end  the  selective  nature  of  the 
scheme,  received  a  mixed  response.  The 
ACCC,  the  NPU,  the  PSNC  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  although  sympa- 
thetic, could  offer  no  further  action  than 
that  already  taken.  However,  a  letter  from 
Mr  S.  Blum,  secretary  general  practice 
pharmacy  section,  ASTMS.  was  most 
encouraging.  Mr  Blum  had  also  made  a 
special  journey  at  short  notice  to  visit  the 
branch  that  evening.  He  was  invited  to 
speak  and  after  a  lively  discussion  a  mem- 
ber asked  what  support  he  could  give.  Mr 
Blum  answered  that  in  his  above  capacity 


he  would  be  leading  a  deputation  to  a 
meeting  with  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  of 
State  for  Health,  within  a  few  weeks  and 
that  the  Drug  Testing  Scheme  already  on 
his  agenda  would  be  most  vigorously 
attacked  for  its  selective  nature  in  accord- 
ance with  our  resolution. 

When  put  to  the  vote  the  members 
present  unanimously  agreed  to  postpone 
our  threatened  boycott  of  the  Drug  Testing 
Scheme  until  ASTMS,  the  only  repre- 
sentative section  of  pharmacy  prepared  to 
take  firm  action  on  our  behalf,  had  had 
an   opportunity  to  champion   our  cause. 

Mr  Armstrong,  the  secretary  of  the 
Chesterfield  and  District  Branch  of  the 
NPU,  then  tendered  his  resignation  which 
was  accepted.  In  his  resignation  address 
he  explained  that  he  had  taken  the  step 
because  he  felt  the  NPU  and  the  PSNC 
had  not  given  the  support  we  had  a  right 
to  expect.  He  further  stated  that  he  would 
be  initiating  a  local  branch  of  the  GPP 
section  of  ASTMS  in  the  area.  In  view  of 
the  special  interest  that  the  GPP  section 
of  ASTMS  had  shown  in  our  resolution 
the  general  feeling  of  the  meeting  was  that 
the  members  present  would  join  the  Union, 
and  three  had  already  done  so  before  the 
meeting  closed. 

'Knocker'  knocks  back 

The  latest  spectre  raised  by  Mr  Beanland 
needs  laying  to  rest.  His  restless  spirit  has 
missed  the  point  behind  the  activities  of 
Mr  Walker  and  myself  which  he  has 
construed  as  a  volte-face. 

Before  I  proceed  to  explain  why  we 
proposed  the  co-optation  of  Mr  Stevens 
last  year  may  I  point  out  the  dogmatic 
fallacy  behind  Mr  Beanland's  argument 
that  one  has  to  be  consistent  to  be  right. 
The  untimely  death  of  Donald  Sparshott 
left  eight  places  to  be  filled  at  the  time 
of  the  election.  In  those  days  all  votes 
were  equal  and  the  election  results  showed 
the  electorate's  preferences  from  first  to 
last  place. 

In  our  view  the  democratic  choice  for 
the  eighth  vacant  place  was  the  eighth 
candidate.  Council  had  previously  regarded 
coming  eighth  as  "rejection  by  the  elec- 
torate". Mr  Stevens  happened  to  be  eighth 
and  yet  the  Council  co-opted  him  with  a 
very  clear  majority  from  six  candidates, 
five  of  whom  had  not  had  the  courage  to 
face  the  electorate.  We  championed  the 
principle  not  the  man.  , 

Under  STV  some  votes  are  "more  equal 
than  others".  Council  has  decided  not  to 
be  informed  of  placing  in  excess  of  the 
first  seven.  Hence  co-optation  if  it  should 
prove  necessary  this  year  will  not  be 
allowed  to  follow  the  principle  we  upheld. 

Returning  to  the  point  about  consistency. 
The  undeniable  virtue  of  long  serving 
members  of  Council  is  their  wealth  of 
knowledge  about  precedent.  Precedent 
allows  consistency  of  decision.  The  danger 
with  precedent  is  that  once  set  there  is  a 
strong  bias  against  the  fresh  solution  of 
the  problem  by  reasoning  and  the  adoption 
of  a  flexible  attitude. 

It  is  not  always  right  to  be  consistent; 
it  is  not  always  right  to  re-elect  retiring 
members  of  Council.  The  "devil  may  care" 
attitude  of  Mr  Beanland  does  not  help  us 
to  decide  whom  we  should  choose. 

N.  Baumber 
Grantham  J 
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Faberge  hereby 
announce  that  they 
will  withdraw  as  of  the 
1stJune1976their 
Kiku  Zodiac  Birthday 
Sets. They  introduced 
these  in  good  faith  but 
without  realising  that 
they  infringed  the 
registered  trademark 
of  Pida  Ripley. 


Mr 


KXMCT 

MIA 


OFFERS  YOU 

comprehensive  information  on  the  complex 
business  of  exporting  to  every  world  market, 
including  countries,  cities,  languages,  currencies, 
banks,  embassies,  commercial  representatives, 
airports,  seaports,  airline  cargo  booking  offices, 
containerand  unit  load  services,  documentation 
and  licensing  details,  import  regulations, 
financing  exports,  trade  marks,  weights,  measures, 
abbreviations,  voltages,  postal  charges, 
money  orders,  cables,  telephones,  climate, 
holidays,  EEC  PREFERENCE  regulations,  ATA. 
BOTB,  CAN.  ECGB,  THE.  VAT  information,  plus 
monthly  up-dating  service, 

700 pages 210  <  143  mm  £10.00 

Benn  Brothers  Limited  1  25  High  Street  Colliers  Wood 
London  SW1  9  2JN  Tel :  01  -542  8575 


The  British  Public 
isn't  happy  about  the  seating 

arrangements  in  many 
planes,  trains  and  restaurants. 

So  we've  introduced  antiseptic  Lavatory  Seat  Wipes. 

Each  pack  contains  10  bactericide-impregnated  tissues  in 
individually  sealed  foil  sachets. 

They're  non-irritant,  non- 
toxic and  non-staining. 
Among  the  travelling  hygiene- 
minded  British  public  they 
will  be  catching  on  fast. 

SAFESEAT 

Lavatory  Seat  Wipes 

'OTTER  &  CLARKE  LTD,  WARLINGHAM,  SURREY. 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

APPLICATORS  ALSO  AVAILABLE 

AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHW00D  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 


Plyfa  Housa,  Lavan  Road,  London  E14  OLW 


Tal:  01-987  6343/6481 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk 

Detailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.   Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 
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Reckitt  &  Colman 


Main  features  of  1975 

Sales 

up  1 5.6%  to  £369.3  million 

Operating  profit 

up  1 8.1  %  to  £34.7  million 

Profit  before  tax 

up  24.5%  to  £35.4  million 

Profit  after  tax 

up  32.1%  to  £18.8  million 

Earnings  per  share 

up  28.6%  to  27.0  pence 

The  growth  in  operating  profit  in  1  975  of  1  8.1  per  cent  was  before  taking 
into  account  the  benefit  of  exchange  differences  arising  on  assets  held 
overseas.  Including  this  benefit,  the  increase  would  have  been  24.5  per 
cent.  This  growth  must  be  measured  against  inflation,  which  in  the  UK 
was  at  a  rate  of  24  per  cent.  World-wide,  however,  in  those  areas  where 
Reckitt  &  Colman  operates,  including  the  UK,  the  comparable  figure  was 
1  6  per  cent,  after  taking  into  account  exchange  rate  movements  and  after 
weighting  for  size  of  operations.  All  this  was  achieved  while,  through 
improved  financial  discipline,  total  net  borrowing  was  reduced  by  £8-51 
million  to  £26-1 0  million. 


Mr  A 


lason,  Chairman 


One  of  the  main  strengths 
of  Reckitt  &  Colman  is  that 
it  is  truly  international.  Last 
year  we  made  75  per  cent  of 
our  sales  outside  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  we  earned 
84  per  cent  of  our  operating 
profit  from  these  sales.  ^ 


Sales  by  area  1975 
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Operating  profit  by  area  1975 
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UK 


The  1 975  annual report  and a  copy  of  'Guide  to  Good  Shopping'  can  be  obtained  from  the  Registrar,  Reckitt  &  Colman  Limited,  PO  Box  22,  Hull  HU1 3NY. 
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Multipax  Laboratories 
in  liquidation 

\fter  trading  for  nearly  30  years  as  manu- 
acturing  chemists,  Multipax  Laboratories 
_td,  formerly  Multipax  Chemicals  Ltd, 
21  Norwood  Road,  London  SE24,  have 
;one  into  voluntary  liquidation  with  an 
estimated  deficiency  of  £118,064  and  no 
prospect  of  a  dividend  becoming  available 
or  unsecured  creditors. 

That  was  the  position  shown  in  an 
ipproximate  statement  of  affairs  at  a  meet- 
ng  of  creditors  at  which  Mr  J.  Mclnnes, 
lirector,  acted  as  chairman.  Book  value 
issets  of  £25,765  were  estimated  to  realise 
112,666  against  which  £20,266  was  owing 
o  preferential  creditors,  £11,360  under  a 
ixed  and  floating  charge,  and  £99,104  to 
insecured  creditors,  including  bank  over- 
Iraft  £29,723,  trade  and  expense  creditors 
124,487,  loans  £20,512  and  directors' 
alaries  and  expenses  £12,000. 

The  company  was  incorporated  in  1947 
vith  a  capital  of  £100,  increased  in  1975 

0  £9,900,  and  was  understood  to  have 
raded  successfully  until  1971  when  one 
>f  the  largest  customers  went  into  liqui- 
lation  owing  the  company  approximately 
!8,000,  which  resulted  in  a  loss  of  turn- 
>ver  of  about  £80,000  per  annum. 

Subsequently  the  company  entered  into 
he  mail  order  field,  selling  goods  of  their 
nanufacture  to  the  public  and  although 
he  turnover  went  up  the  overheads 
qually  increased.  After  discussion,  during 
vhich  it  became  apparent  there  were 
natters  which  would  have  to  be  investi- 
;ated  during  the  course  of  the  liquidation 
iroceedings,  a  resolution  was  passed  for 
he  appointment  of  Mr  Brian  Mills,  Booth, 
Vhite  &  Co,  accountants,  1  Wardrobe 
'lace,  Carter  Lane,  London  EC4,  to  act  as 
iquidator. 

Record  first  quarter  sales 
or  Warner-Lambert 

Varner-Lambert  Co  last  week  announced 
he  highest  reported  sales  and  earnings  for 
iny  first  quarter  in  its  history. 

Mr  E.  Burke  Giblin,  chairman,  told 
hareholders  at  the  company's  annual 
p.eeting  in  New  York  that  sales  were 
ihead  seven  per  cent,  despite  a  reduction 
>f  $37m  due  to  translation  of  sales  at 
urrent  exchange  rates.  Sales  for  the  first 
[uarter  increased  almost  $34m  to  S541m 
nd  net  earnings  were  ahead  £3  5m  to 

1  total  of  S43-2m. 

Mr  Ward  S.  Hagan,  president,  told  the 
hareholders  that  first  quarter  sales  had 
>een  aided  by  such  new  products  as 
ienoquid,  a  prescription  antibacterial,  and 
Jstermint,  a  new  entry  in  the  flavour  seg- 
nent  of  the  mouthwash  market.  During 
he  first  quarter,  the  company  also  acquired 
he  marketing  rights  to  Lipantyl,  a  major 
»ew  drug  to  lower  cholesterol  and  tri- 
.lyceride  levels  in  the  blood  stream.  He 


also  reported  that  Vira-A,  an  anti-viral 
compound,  is  in  the  final  stages  of  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  clearance;  the 
drug  will  be  used  initially  against  herpes 
infections  of  the  eye  but  later  submis- 
sions to  FDA  would  include  data  about 
injectable  and  topical  forms  of  the  drug  to 
treat  related  viral  disorders  such  as 
shingles,  cold  sores  and  herpes-related 
venereal  disease. 

Significant  first  quarter  events  in  the 
optical  field,  according  to  Mr  Hagan, 
included  the  test  marketing  of  the  first 
progressive  power,  "invisible",  plastic  bi- 
focal lens  in  the  United  States  and  the 
initiation  of  manufacture  and  marketing 
of  soft  contact  lenses  in  Europe. 

Italian  research  unit 
for  Wellcome 

A  new  research  and  development  labora- 
tory in  Italy  was  opened  on  Monday  by 
Wellcome  Italia — the  first  medical  research 
laboratory  to  be  established  by  the  Well- 
come Foundation  outside  its  major  research 
centres  in  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

The  new  laboratory — at  Pomezia,  south 
of  Rome — is  on  the  site  which  already 
houses  the  group's  largest  manufacturing 
unit  in  Europe  outside  of  the  UK.  Built 
on  three  floors  with  a  total  laboratory 
space  of  600  sq  m,  the  laboratory  has 
been  constructed  and  equipped  at  a  cost 
of  £250,000  (Lira  385m)  including  a  grant 
of  Lira  134m  from  Casa  Mezzogiorno, 
the  Italian  Government  agency  for  pro- 
moting development  of  the  southern  half 
of  Italy. 

The  unit  is  headed  by  two  Italian 
research  scientists — Professor  Ezio  Tubaro, 
professor  of  pharmacology,  University  of 
Rome,  and  Dr  Feriano  Banci — and  it 
carries  a  status  equivalent  to  a  university 
department  so  that  its  documentation  can 
be  accepted  for  the  registration  of  a  new 
drug.  Wellcome  say  that  many  months  will 
be  saved  through  the  shortening  of  lines  of 
communication — previously  tests  to  pro- 
vide data  of  efficacy  and  safety  have  had 
to  be  carried  out  in  academic  circles  in 
Italy— and  as  soon  as  the  activity  of  a 
new  compound  has  been  established  work 
can  start  at  once  at  Pomezia  to  prove  its 
acceptability  to  Italian  authorities  and  to 
develop  an  acceptable  formulation.  With 
an  initial  staff  of  18  technicians,  with  Dr 
Bruno  Lotti  in  charge  of  development,  the 
Pomezia  laboratory  will  also  carry  out 
basic  research  and  product  development. 
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New  Group  structure  for 
Wilkinson  Match 

The  consumer  product  divisional  structure 
of  Wilkinson  Match  which  has  been  in 
effect  since  the  1973  merger — is  being 
replaced  by  a  new  regional  organisation, 
"in  order  to  realise  the  benefits  of  the 
merger  throughout  the  world",  say  the 
company.  Six  key  regions  of  the  world  are 
identified  in  the  reorganisation. 

Six  regional  managing  directors  have 
been  appointed  (for  the  UK  region,  Mr 
Bob  Bartlett,  formerly  managing  director 
of  the  group's  personal  products  division) ; 
and  also  three  product  directors.  The 
product  director,  shaving  is  Mr  George 
Palmer,  formerly  managing  director,  UK, 
of  the  personal  products  division.  The 
group's  safety  and  protection  division  is 
to  continue  as  a  separate  worldwide 
division  under  the  managing  director,  Mr 
Brian  Taylor. 

Appointments 

Houbigant  Ltd:  Mr  M.  F.  W.  Williams 
has  resigned  as  managing  director  and 
director;  Mr  K.  A.  Williams,  director,  has 
assumed  the  position  of  chief  executive. 
Sperry  Remington  Consumer  Products: 
Mr  Ray  Poynter  has  been  appointed  dis- 
trict sales  representative  to  cover  part  of 
Greater  London  and  counties  to  the  West. 
Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd:  Dr 
William  Sim  Munro  has  been  appointed 
medical  director.  He  joins  Armour  from 
Fisons  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  where  he  was 
head  of  research  and  development — 
medical  operations.  Prior  to  this  appoint- 
ment he  was  clinical  trial  co-ordinator  for 
Organon  NV,  Holland. 
Wyeth  Laboratories:  Mr  Ian  Ross,  form- 
erly medical  communications  manager  and 
sales  manager  for  Ireland  of  Syntex 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  has  been  appointed 
rational  sales  manager;  and  Dr  E.  J. 
Makin,  formerly  director  of  medical  ser- 
vices with  Boehringer  Ingelheim,  has  been 
appointed  medical  director.  Prior  to  his 
joining  Boehringer  Ingelheim,  Dr  Makin 
was  research  manager  (Scandinavia)  with 
Sterling  Winthrop. 

Chas.  F.  Thackray  Ltd  have  announced 
the  following  board  changes:  Mr  John  P. 
Thackray.  previously  marketing  director, 
is  now  deputy  managing  director;  Mr 
Ronald  Frank,  a  director  and  financial 
controller,  has  become  marketing  and  sales 
director:  and  Mr  Frank  T.  Bury,  pre- 
viously general  sales  director,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  new  post  of  director, 
special  projects.  A  pharmacist,  Mr  Bury 
joined  the  company  in  1937,  served  in  the 
RAF  during  the  war  as  a  Flying  Officer, 
and  later  became  Scottish  manager  and 
then  the  sales  manager. 
Gillette  Industries  Ltd:  Following  the 
departure  of  Mr  Derek  Coward  as  director 
of  marketing,  a  number  of  new  appoint- 
ments have  been  made  in  a  restructured 
marketing  department.  Mr  John  Garrett, 
formerly  general  sales  manager,  becomes 
marketing  manager  of  the  UK  operation 
and  is  replaced  by  Mr  David  Waldron. 
Mr  David  Geddes,  formerly  brand  man- 
ager, razors  and  blades,  takes  over  as 
brand  supervisor  in  the  same  area  with  the 
addition  of  Empress  products.  He.  in  turn, 
is  replaced  by  Mr  Ian  Barnett,  formerly 
brand  manager,  new  products. 
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Vlarket 
^ews 

Big  rise  in  opiate  prices 

London,  May  12:  A  considerable  price 
differential  has  existed  between  the  manu- 
facturers of  opiates  and  like  products  for 
many  months.  This  week  however  has 
seen  the  gap  considerably  narrowed. 
The  new  schedules  are  given  below  and 
as  an  indication  of  the  severity  of  the 
rises  it  will  be  noted  that  codeine  phos- 
phate has  jumped  from  a  minimum  of 
£188-40  kg  to  £334-80. 

In  crude  drugs  those  which  must  be 
paid  for  in  US  dollars  continued  to 
harden.  However,  the  main  feature  in 
this  section  of  the  market  was  provided 
by  Peru  balsam  which  moved  up  to 
£5-40  kg  for  shipment,  from  £3-75.  Dearer 
were  Nigerian  ginger,  hydrastis,  pepper, 
valerian,  tonquin  beans,  witchhazel 
leaves,  gentian  root,  lemon  peel  and 
senega. 

Among  essential  oils  those  of  Chinese 
origin  maintained  their  firm  tone  with 
increases  reported  in  spearmint,  pepper- 
mint and  eucalyptus.  Petitgrain  was  up 
by  £0-30  kg  in  both  positions. 


\Afestminster 
report 

First  reading  of  Bill  to 
restrict  doctors'  prescribing 

The  Commons  voted  by  a  majority  of  one 
last  week  to  allow  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in 
which  would  restrict  the  right  of  doctors 
to  prescribe  drugs  unless  they  underwent 
postgraduate  courses  and  made  their 
patients'  records  available  for  scrutiny  by 
medical  audit  panels. 

In  his  speech  introducing  the  Bill — the 
Medical  Practitioners  (Restriction  of  Right 
to  Prescribe)  Bill — the  sponsoring  MP,  Mr 
Michael  Thomas,  said  that  there  had  been 
many  benefits  from  new  and  powerful 
drugs  developed  in  recent  years,  "but  there 
has  been  increasing  concern  at  the  adverse 
effects  associated  with  many  of  these  drugs 
and  at  the  increasingly  casual  way  in  which 
they  are  sometimes  prescribed  by  doctors." 
During  the  period  October  1973  to  October 
1974  general  practitioners  had  issued 
nearly  17m  prescriptions  for  hypnotics, 
nearly  20m  for  tranquillisers,  about  8m 
for  antidepressants,  and  nearly  £5m  for 
vitamins.  "Are  we  in  such  a  situation  that 
people  need  that  level  of  prescription — 
indeed,  the  almost  routine,  mindless  pre- 
scription— of  drugs,  many  of  which  have 
adverse  effects?"  he  asked. 

There  was  increasing  concern  at  the  cost 
and  wastage  of  drugs  and  Mr  Thomas  felt 


Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Amylobarbitone:  Less  than  100-kg  lots  £7.66  kg; 
sodium  £8.91. 

Butabarbital:  50-kg  lets  £9.99  kg;  sodium  £10.98. 
Butobarbitone:  Less  than  100  kg  £9.48. 
Cyclobarbitone:  Calcium  £9.53  kg  in  25-kg  lots. 
Cocaine:   Alkaloid   £396   kg;    hydrochloride  £361. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Methadone   hydrochloride:  Subject  to   Misuse  of 
Drugs  Regulations,  £1.33  per  5-g. 
Noscapine:    Alkaloid    £26.80    kg   for   25-kg  lots; 
£25.00  kg  for  100-kg.   Hydrochloride  £30.00  and 
£28.00  kg  for  similar  quantities. 
Opiates:  (£  per  kg)  in  1-kg  lots;  subject  to  Mis- 
use   of    Drugs    Regulations —    Codeine  alkaloid 
£438.70    to    £454    as    to    maker;  hydrochloride 
£391;  phosphate  £334.80  to  £347;  sulphate  £391. 
Diamorphine   alkaloid    £531;    hydrochloride  £484. 
Ethylmorphine    hydrochloride    £426.40    to  £444. 
Morphine  alkaloid  £482.30  to  £501;  hydrochloride 
and  sulphate  £395  to  £409. 

Papaverehim:  £305  kg;  5-kg  lots  £300  kg.  Subject 
to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Pentobarbitone:    Less    than    100-kg    £12.39  kg; 
sodium  £13.40. 

Pethidine    hydrochloride:    10-kg    lots   £28.70  kg. 
Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs  Regulations. 
Phenobarbitone:   In  50-kg  lots  £9.19  kg;  sodium 
£10.05. 

Pholcodine:  1-kg  £432  to  £457;  60-kg  lots  £400  to 
£415  as  to  maker.  Subject  to  Misuse  of  Drugs 
Regulations. 

Quinalbarbitone:  Base  and  sodium  in  25-kg  lots 
£11.74  kg. 

Crude  drugs 

Balsams:  (kg)  Canada  £12.75  nominal;  £12.50,  cif 
for   shipment.   Copaiba:   BPC  £1.50  spot;  £1.45, 
cif.  Peru  £5.50  spot;  £5.40,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.20  spot. 
Benzoin:   BP  £70.00  cwt  spot;   £66.00  to  £67.00, 
cif. 

Buchu:  Rounds  £2.35  kg  spot;  £2.10,  cif. 
Gentian:  Root  £1.52  kg  spot;  £1.50,  cif. 
Ginger:    (ton,   cif)    Cochin   £830;   Jamaican  spot 
£950.    Nigerian    split   £430,    peeled   £535.  Sierra 
Leone  £650. 

Hydrastis:  (kg)  £8.40  spot;  £8.20,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £4.10  spot;  £4.00, 
cif. 

Kola  nuts:  Spot  nominal;  £190  metric  ton,  cif. 
Lemon  peel:  Unextracted  £1,230  metric  ton  spot; 
£1,170,  cif. 

Menthol:    (kg)    Brazilian    £8.60   spot;    £8.45,  cif. 
Chinese  £9.80  in  bond;  shipment  £9.60,  cif. 
Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black  £970  spot;  £885, 
cif,  white  £1,150;  shipment  £1,050,  cif. 


Parliament  should  take  steps  to  control 
that  area  of  public  spending.  It  is  now 
more  expensive  to  pay  for  a  general  prac- 
titioner's prescriptions  than  it  is  to  pay  for 
his  salary,  he  argued,  adding  that  it 
appeared  the  average  doctor  was  prescrib- 
ing drugs  worth  about  £12,000  a  year.  "In 
this  area  of  activity,  public  education  is 
important.  My  Bill  aims  to  increase  the 
level  of  education  among  the  medical  pro- 
fession itself  because  I  believe  that  that  is 
an  important  consideration  which  is  often 
forgotten.  After  all,  it  is  the  doctors  who 
are  supposed  to  know  about  these  matters 
and  who,  in  turn,  should  safeguard  the 
public." 

Mr  Thomas  later  explained  that  his  Bill 
would  restrict  the  prescribing  of  medicines 
by  fully  registered  medical  practitioners  to 
a  small  list  of  "relatively  safe,  innocuous 
substances"  drawn  up  by  the  Medicines 
Commission.  The  doctors  would  be  restric- 
ted to  providing  those  drugs  only,  unless 
they  fulfilled  certain  criteria.  The  first 
criteria  would  be  that  the  doctor  should 
attend  a  minimum  of  four  full  sessions  a 
year  on  drug  topics  as  approved  by  a 
postgraduate  dean.  "Secondly,  they  should 
make  their  patients'  records  available  for 
scrutiny  by  professional  medical  audit 
panels  appointed  by  the  regional  boards  so 
that  any  dangerous  trends  in  their  pre- 
scribing practices  could  be  picked  up  and 
discussed  with  their  professional  col- 
leagues." 

A  further  major  provision  in  the  Bill 
would  provide  that  no  doctor  may  pre- 
scribe for  any  patient  whom  he  or  his 
partners  have  not  seen  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  writing  of  the  prescription. 
"The  repeat  prescription  game  is  in  danger 


Podophyllum:  Root  £680  metric  ton,  cif. 
Senega:  (kg)  Canadian  £12.20  spot;  £12.10,  cif. 
Tonquin  beans:  Spot  £1.03  kg;  shipment  £1.00, 
cif  (Angostura  type). 

Valerian:  Indian  root  £840  metric  ton  spot;  ship- 
ment £820,  cif. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £2.70  kg;  £2.65,  cif. 

Essential  oils 

Clove:    (per    kg)    Madagascar    leaf    spot  £2.20; 
forward  £2.10,  cif.  English  distilled  bud  £24.00. 
Eucalyptus:  Chinese  80-85  per  cent  spot,  £2.00  kg; 
shipment    £1.60,    cif.    Spanish/Portuguese  £1.80 
spot. 

Lemongrass:  Spot  £4.50  kg;  £3.90,  cif. 
Peppermint:   (kg)  Arvensis — Brazilian  £3.80  spot; 
£3.50,  cif.  Chinese  £3.80  spot  and  cif.  American 
piperata  £16.00  (Far  West  origin). 
Sandalwood:  Mysore  £50.00  spot;  £42.50,  cif. 
Spearmint:  American  Far  West  £8.50  kg.  Chinese 
£8.25,  cif.  May-June  shipment. 
The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press. 


Coming  events 

Monday,  May  17 

Intershop,  19th  Shop  and  Display  Equipment 
Exhibition,  National  Hall,  Olympia,  London,  until 
May  19,  10  am  to  6  pm  daily. 
Mid-Glamorgan  East  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Criterion  Hotel,  Pontypridd,  at  8  pm. 
Annual  meeting. 

Tuesday,  May  18 

Bromley  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Wellcome  Research  Laboratories,  Langley  Park, 
Beckenham,  at  8  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Wednesday,  May  19 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

Connaught  Rooms,  Great  Queen  Street,  London 
WC2,  at  7.30  pm.  Annual  meeting. 

Thursday,  May  20 

Pharmaceutical  Society  ot  Great  Britain, 

Connaught  Rooms,  Great  Queen  Street,  London 
WC2,  at  9.30  am.  Branch  representatives  meeting. 


of  getting  substantially  out  of  hand.  There 
are  patients  who  receive  the  same  medi- 
cation month  in,  month  out,  year  in,  year 
out,  without  ever  seeing  a  doctor." 

Opposing,  Mr  Robert  Adley  said  the 
Bill  sounded  like  "another  piece  of  dog- 
matic, theoretic,  Socialist  nonsense."  He 
did  not  dispute  that  too  many  drugs  were 
being  prescribed  in  the  way  mentioned  by 
Mr  Thomas,  "but  that  has  more  to  do 
with  the  level  of  prescription  charges  than 
anything  else."  The  idea  of  audit  panels 
filled  him  with  alarm:  it  smacked  of 
"1984".  He  asked  the  House  to  take  no 
action  until  more  evidence  is  produced 
that  that  was  what  the  medical  profession 
wanted,  and  not  to  give  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  "which  would  remove  from  doctors 
the  freedom  to  practise  medicine  to  the 
best  of  their  ability." 

The  Bill's  second  reading  was  put  down 
for  June  18,  but  our  Parliamentary 
correspondent  says  there  is  little  chance  of 
it  becoming  law. 

Extension  of  safety 
packaging  plans 

Representative  bodies  are  about  to  be  con- 
sulted on  a  proposed  extension  of  the 
safety  packaging  requirement  of  children's 
aspirin  and  paracetamol  to  include  other 
solid  dose  forms  of  aspirin  and  para- 
cetamol. That  was  stated  in  a  written 
Commons  answer  last  week  by  Dr  David 
Owen,  Minister  of  State  for  Health,  who 
said  that  reports  from  both  the  USA  and 
Canada  indicated  a  substantial  reduction 
in  the  cases  of  aspirin  poisoning  in 
children  since  similar  requirements  on 
aspirin  products  had  been  introduced  there. 
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pellets  °  MOUTH  ULCERS 


RETAIL  PRICE  26p.       TRADE  PRICE  £2  per  dozen 
Available  from  your  wholesaler 


ENTEROSAN 


RELIEVES  STOMACH  UPSETS,  COLIC 
&  DIARRHOEA.  CONVENIENT  TABLETS 
CONTAINING  KAOLIN  AND  MORPHINE  IN  A  16  TABLET 
TRAVEL  PACK  OR  A  48  TABLET  FAMILY  PACK. 

Distributed  by: 

A.  J.  BOX  &  DRIVERS  LTD.,  32  POWERSCROFT  ROAD, 
FOOTSCRAY,  SIDCUP,  KENT.         Telephone  01-300  3377 


Classified 
Advertisements 

Post  to  Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  &  Drug- 
gist, 25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA. 

Telephone  01-353  3212. 


Display/Semi  Display  £5-00  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 

Whole  page  £350  (254mm  x  178mm). 

Half  page  £200  ( 1 25mm  x  1 78mm ) . 

Quarter  page  £110  (125mm  x  86mm). 

Lineage  £1-00  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £5  00. 


Premises  to  let  Shopfitting  Miscellaneous 


TO  LET 

PHARMACY  AND 
RETAIL  CHEMIST 
SHOP 

113  Bedwell  Crescent 
Stevenage 

This  is  a  unit  in  one  of  the 
New  Towns  Neighbourhood  Shop- 
ping Centres  and  is  in  close 
proximity  to  a  local  Group 
Doctors  Practice.  It  has  a  frontage 
of  some  18  ft.  with  a  depth  of 
about  39  ft. 


The  present  lessees  are  National 
Co-operative  Chemists  Ltd  who 
are  to  vacate  the  premises  on 
17.6.76. 

The  lease  will  be  on  a  full  repair- 
ing and  insuring  basis  for  a 
period  of  20  years  with  upward 
only  rent  reviews  at  5-yearly  in- 
tervals and  will  be  in  the 
Corporation's  standard  form  for 
neighbourhood  shop  leases.  It  will 
be  a  condition  of  the  lease  that 
the  premises  will  be  used  as  a 
pharmacy  and  that  full  dispensing 
facilities  are  provided.  In  certain 
circumstances  the  Corporation 
may  be  able  to  provide  housing 
accommodation. 

No  premium  is  required  and  offers 
are  invited  for  the  rent  to  be 
payable  over  the  first  five  years 
of  the  lease. 

All  enquiries  should  be  made  to 
the  Chief  Estate  Surveyor.  Steven- 
age Development  Corporation, 
Swingate  House.  Danestrete. 
Stevenage,  Herts  SG1  1XE  to 
whom  all  offers  should  be  sub- 
mitted. The  closing  date  for 
offers  is  noon,  June  7th,  and  the 
Corporation  will  not  be  bound  to 
accept  the  highest  or  any  offer. 

For  viewing  arrangements  please 
telephone  Stevenage  3344,  Ext. 
25. 


OLNEY— INTERPLAN  80.  Large  quan- 
tity of  wall  units,  gondoliers  and 
counters  less  than  6  months  old. 
Available  immediately,  as  new,  due 
to  liquidation.  These  are  top  quality 
fittings  and  although  they  are  well 
below  original  cost  are  not  for  the 
cut  price  operator.  Enquiries  after  7 
p.m.   to  062-583-560. 


CASH  REGISTERS  rebuilt  as  new 
fully  guaranteed  from  £75.  Itemisers 
E185.  Call  and  see  our  range.  Open 
Monday  to  Friday.  THIRSK  SHOP- 
Fl  i  TINGS,  743  Garratt  Lane.  SW17 
0PD.  Tel:  01-946  2291. 


DISPENSARIES  FIXTURES  AND 
FITTINGS.  Complete  service  by  spe- 
cialists. Phone  Allan  Campbell,  A.C. 
Shopfitters,  34B  Jeffery  Street,  Gill- 
ingham,  Kent.  Medway  (0634)  55508. 


SELF  SELECTION  will  increase  your 
toiletries  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfitting,  741-743  Garrat  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01-946 
2291   (four  lines). 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 


20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p. 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 
us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co., 
44a  High  Street,  Croydon 
CP9  1UU.  01-686  9144. 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 

Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Elegantly  displayed.  Super  fast 
sales.   Big   profits.   VAT  at  8%. 

Contact: 
STAR  GEMS  OF  LEICESTER 
160  Melton  Road,  Leicester 
Tel:  (0533)  667800 
Personal  Callers  Most  Welcome 


mmmirn 

Cologne 
10-1 6  Sept '76 

Advantageous 
Inclusive  Travel 
Arrangements 

Enquiries  to 

FRAMES' 

Dept.,  C.&G.T. 
25/31  Tavistock  Place, 
London  WC1  H  9SG 
01  -387  3488  Telex  25968 
or 

One  of  Frames'  many 
branch  offices 


Wanted 


A.&H.  OTTER  LTD. 

(est.  1920) 
Largest  cash  stock  buyers  in  the 
trade  for  manufacturers'  clearing 
lines,     rejects,     also  retailers' 
stocks. 

8  Northburgh  Street,  London 
EC1V  0BA.  Tel:  01-253  1184/5. 
Telegrams:  "Salvall",  London, 
E.C.I. 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods,  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road.  London  W11.  Tel- 
Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


SEX  DISCRIMINATION  ACT 

No  job  advertisement  which  indicates  or  can  reasonably 
be  understood  as  indicating  an  intention  to  discriminate 
on  grounds  of  sex  (e.g.  by  inviting  applications  only 
from  males  or  only  from  females)  may  be  accepted 
unless  : 

1.  the  job  is  for  the  purpose  of  a  private  household,  or 

2.  it  is  in  a  business  employing  fewer  than  six  persons,  or 

3.  it  is  otherwise  excepted  from  the  requirements  of  the 
Sex  Discrimination  Act. 

A  statement  must  be  made  at  the  time  the  advertisement  is  placed 
saying  which  of  the  exceptions  in  the  Act  is  considered  to  apply. 
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Appointments 


LABORATORY 
MANAGER 


required  by  a  medium  sized  private  company 
manufacturing  OTC  medicines  and  toiletries  and 
based  in  South  West  Herts. 

The  successful  applicant  will  be  required  to 
contribute  to  the  development  of  new  products, 
will  be  responsible  for  product  licence 
applications  and  liaison  with  the  DHSS  and 
will  be  in  charge  of  overall  quality  control. 

An  up-to-date  knowledge  of  the  Medicines  Act 
and  other  relevant  legislation  is  essential. 

The  laboratories  are  staffed  by  two  graduate 
chemists,  one  qualified  technician  and  three 
assistants.  Secretarial  services  are  provided. 

Applicants  must  be  pharmacists  or  chemists 
with  a  minimum  of  seven  years  practical 
experience  in  product  development.  Preferred 
age  range  30-35  years. 

Send  full  details,  together  with  salary  expected, 
to : 

BIGGS  COMMUNICATION  GROUP  LIMITED, 

Department  BMG, 
Red  Lion  House, 
High  Street, 
High  Wycombe, 
Bucks  HP11  2BX. 

Please  write  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope 
the  names  of  any  companies  to  which 
applications  are  not  to  be  sent. 


Are  you  good  at  figures  ? 

A  person  is  required  to  assist  in  the  C&D  Pricing 
Service. 

We  are  looking  for  somebody  who  can  cope  with 
prices  and  value  added  tax,  who  is  accurate,  and  who 
has  the  ability  to  cope  with  inquirers  on  the  telephone 
and  maintain  neat  records. 

The  successful  applicant  is  likely  to  have  experience 
in  a  pharmacy,  dispensary  or  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  may  have  been  employed  in  invoicing, 
stocktaking,  or  stockkeeping. 

If  you  believe  you  can  help  in  compiling  the  C&D 
pricing  publications  write  to: 

Mrs  P.  Payne, 
Personnel  Manageress, 
Benn  Brothers  Limited, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA. 


CROYDON  AREA  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 
AREA  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SERVICES 

PHARMACIST 

(Ref:    APH.1)—  with  particular 
interest    in    Ward    Pharmacy,  to 
assist    with    the    introduction  of 
such  a  service  at  Croydon  Gen 
eral  Hospital. 


Salary  scale:  £3,078 
to  £3,933  p. a.  plus 
London  Weighting. 


p. a.  rising 
£312    p. a. 


PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN 

(Ref:  APH.2) — for  full-time  duties 
based  at  Croydon  General  Hos- 
pital, but  also  required  to  under- 
take work  in  other  hospitals 
throughout  the  Area. 

Salary  scale:  £1,893  p. a.  rising 
to  £2,505  p. a.  plus  £312  p. a. 
London  Weighting  plus  £312  p. a. 
Supplementary  Allowance. 

Further  details  in  respect  of  both 
posts  can  be  obtained  from  Mr. 
A.  Sinclair,  Principal  Pharmacist, 
Croydon  General  Hospital  (lei: 
01-688  7755  ext.  231). 

Applications  giving  age,  qualifi- 
cations, present  post  and  full 
details  of  previous  experience, 
together  with  the  names  and 
addresses  of  two  referees  should 
be  sent  to: 

Area  Personnel  Officer, 
Croydon  General  Hospital, 
London  Road, 
Croydon  CR9  2RH, 

quoting  appropriate  reference 
number  by  not  later  than  26th 
May,  1976. 


REPRESENTATIVE  REQUIRED 

for  well  known  Importers  and 
Wholesalers  of  Fashion  Jewel- 
lery, for  Scotland,  Cumbria  and 
the  West  Coast.  High  rate  of 
Commission.  Trade  Refs.  essen- 
tial. Apply  to  : 

JODEZ  (MANCHESTER)  LTD., 
34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY. 


ORDER  NOW 

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
DIRECTORY  1976 

Over    three    hundred    and  fifty 
pages  of  vital  information  for  all 
engaged    in   the  pharmaceutical, 
cosmetic  and  allied  industries. 
Lists  over  1,800  manufacturers 
Some  9,000  products  and  brand 
names 

Tablet  &  Capsule  Identification 
Guide 

National   Health  Service 

Medicines  Acts 

Value  Added  Tax 

Retail  and  Wholesale  Outlets 

These  are  just  some  of  the 
sections  included  in  the  1976 
edition.  Send  for  your  copy 
today: 

Chemist  &  Druggist, 
25  New  Street  Square, 
London  EC4A  3JA.  01-353  3212. 

Price  £12  inc.  postage  ana 
handling.  C&D  subscribers  only 
£8  inc.  postage  and  handling. 


Please  mention  C&D 
when  replying  to 
advertisements 


PHARMACEUTICAL  PACKAGING  STORES 
AND  DISTRIBUTION  MANAGER 

We  require  a  general  manager  for  our  packaging, 
stores  and  distribution  departments.  Recent  experience 
in  wholesale  or  manufacturing  would  be  an  advantage 
as  would  a  pharmaceutical  qualification. 

The  post  offers  scope  for  someone  with  flair  and  a 
desire  to  adapt  to  the  small  family  firm  structure. 

Ability  to  take  decisions  and  handle  a  staff  of  about 
50  is  essential. 

The  salary  will  depend  upon  experience  and 
qualifications. 

Apply  The  Managing  Director, 
G.  O.  Woodward  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Larkhall  Laboratories, 
225  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  SW15  2PY 
01-870  0971 


Please  Address  Box  No.  replies  to: 

Box  No  Chemist  and  Druggist 

25  New  Street  Square,  London  EC4A  3JA 


Printed  by  H.  O.  LLOYD  &  CO  LTD,  Islington,  London  N1 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper.  16/16/12S. 
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THE 

COMPLETE  GUIDE 
TO  THE  WORLD'S 

PRESS 

Newspaper  Press  Directory 

The  factual,  in  depth  guide  to  the  world's  media 

More  than  merely  rates  and  data,  NPD  gives  a  detailed  insight  into  every  publication  and 
helps  you  to  get  the  most  out  of  your  budget  and  to  keep  your  company  in  the  news. 

Comprehensive 

Newspapers,  periodicals,  house  magazines,  radio,  television,  directories,  annuals,  year 
books,  news  and  feature  agencies,  market  research,  services,  trade  associations, 
organisations,  clubs,  unions,  advertising  groups,  specialist  corespondents,  photographers, 
art  studios,  engravers,  typesetters,  blockmakers,  cutting  agencies. 

In-depth 

NPD  provides  information  in  greater  depth-.description  of  publication,  classified  index  of 
periodicals  contents,  addresses,  prices,  frequencies,  press  days,  telephone  numbers,  editors, 
managers,  executives,  decimal  rates,  metric  sizes,  circulations,  areas,  groupings,  ownership. 

International 

NPD  is  genuinely  international:  20,000  overseas  publications,  breakdown  of  Commonwealth 
countries,  practical  guide  to  principal  foreign  countries,  Press  representatives  throughout 

the  world. 


Complete 


NPD  is  the  complete 
planning  aid:  town  by  town 
guide,  country  by  country 
index,  newspapers, 
publishing  groups  and  their 
publications. 


A4  size 
hard  covers 
fully  indexed 
950  pages 
£20.00 


Quick 


Information  is  easy  to  find 
in  NPD:  guide  cards  to 
sections,  listings  by  towns, 
indexes  to  newspapers  by 
country,  to  periodicals  by 
classification,  to 
Commonwealth  countries, 
to  principal  foreign 
countries. 

Order  now  from 
Benn  Brothers  Limited 
Sovereign  Way 
Tonbridge 
KentTN9  1RW 
Tel  Tonbridge  64422 


Improve  your  public  relations  with  Newspaper  Press  Directory 
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After  the  match,the  scratch. 


A  lot  of  your  customers  are  discovering  the  new-found  joys 
of  competitive  sports. 

And  many  of  them,  Athlete's  Foot. 

Phytocil  Cream's  anti-fungal  action  clears  the  immediate 
condition  and  with  Phytocil  Powder  prevents  re-infection. 
Phytocil  also  gives  excellent  results  in  the  treatment  of  other  fungal 
infections. 

Which  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  you  should  always  stock 
Phytocil  Cream  and  Powder. 

Good  reasons  for  stocking  Phytocil  are:- 

1.  33'/3%off  retail  price. 

2.  Direct  orders  charged  72  as  54  or  36  as  30,  unit  packs  either 
Cream  and/or  Powder. 

3.  Phytocil  terms  as  above  can  also  be  included  with  other  Biovital/ 
Radiol/Wade  products,  qualifying  for  12V2%  on  £40  orders  or 

10%  on  £20. 


4.  Current  advertising  in  medical  media  and 

detailing  to  Doctors.  j 

5.  Colourful  point  of  sale  dispenser. 
So  display  Phytocil  where  your  customers  can  see  it. 

Not  only  will  it  solve  their  problems. 

It  will  give  them  something  to  look  at 
while  they  stand  there  shifting  from  foot  to  foot. 
To  foot.  To  foot.  To  foot. 


PHYTOCIL* 

Effective  relief  of  Athlete's  Foot 


Wade  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  Witham  Essex  CM8  3AG.  A  subsidiary  of  Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd 


